
 

Asheville High School  
&  

School of Inquiry and Life Sciences at Asheville  
 

Course Catalog 
2020-2021 

 

 

  

 



Table of Contents 

Art Courses 

AVID Courses 

CTE Courses 

English Courses 

English Elective Courses 

Math Courses 

Miscellaneous Elective Courses 

Physical Education Courses 

Science Courses 

Science Elective Courses 

Social Studies Courses 

Social Studies Elective Courses 

World Language Courses 

SILSA Courses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 



Art Courses 
Art History Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: 3rd period menu pair 
Description:  Students in Art History Honors will examine global artistic expression by human beings around the                 

world from the time period of the Renaissance to the present day. The course is divided into eight                  

chronological/cultural content units which are designed to foster a holistic understanding of this period in the history                 

of art. Students will be guided through focused analysis about the ways artworks reflect the historical, socio-political,                 

and cultural contexts in which the art was created, with an ever-deepening investigation of major themes of human                  

experience. My goal for this course is to facilitate a highly collaborative community of learners who value the challenge                   

of learning about many traditions and cultures and to foster an appreciation for the role art has played in human                    

history. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

AP Art History 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: AP World History: Hard Pair, 3rd period menu pair 
Description:  Students in AP Art History will examine global artistic expression by human beings from prehistoric                 

times to the present. The course is divided into twelve chronological/cultural content units following the College                

Board curriculum which is designed to foster an in-depth, holistic understanding of the history of art. Students will be                   

guided through focused, intensive analysis about the ways artworks reflect the historical, socio-political, and cultural               

contexts in which the art was created, with an ever-deepening investigation of major themes of human experience. My                  

goal is to facilitate a highly collaborative community of learners who speak and write about global art with fluency,                   

mastery, and specificity.  

Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

Introduction to Film History 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Introduction to Film History will have a broad exploration of the production, history, and                  

aesthetics of motion pictures from the infancy of the medium to the present. The students will examine filmmaking as                   

a powerful shaper of culture and investigate specific techniques used to create audience responses. The course                

develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to become discriminating viewers of films. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Ceramics I 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Beginning) Students in Ceramics I are introduced to the craft of making decorative and utilitarian                 

objects with clay using hand-building and wheel methods. Students develop an understanding of the three               

dimensional design, and research and design works. In this course, hand-building and the potter's wheel are used as                  

the forming processes for making sculpture and vessels. Provided is a direct experience with process and materials                 

that teach the necessary skills and techniques to enable students to correlate the hand and eye with the mind. The                    

objective of the course is to help students develop creative ideas and concepts into works of art. Evaluations include                   

studio assignments, written tests, other media and technology. 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Ceramics II 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Ceramics I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Intermediate) Students in Ceramics II will develop more advanced technical skills, creative and critical               

problem-solving skills, and aesthetic judgment. There is a considerable research component. Through an exploration              

of pottery form this course addresses artistic inquiry, studio practice, and the genre of functional ceramics. Issues                 

relative to ceramic history, contemporary material culture, and craft theory are part of the dialogue. These classes also                  

include casting and hand-building systems. Evaluations include studio assignments, written tests, notebooks and other              

media and technology. 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Ceramics III Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Ceramics II 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Proficient) Students in Ceramic III Honors will develop more advanced skills in clay techniques and                 

glazing and increase their knowledge of ceramics as an art form. Historical and contemporary works will be                 

emphasized. This course emphasizes the rigorous development of conceptual skills with the goal of developing an                

individual approach to a full integration of ideas, materials and processes. Students are encouraged to experiment                

with different strategies, including installation work, mixed-media projects, and a variety of traditional ceramic              

techniques. Construction and firing techniques are explored as well. 

Evaluations include studio assignments, written tests, notebooks and other media and technology. 

Availability:   
Semester 
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Ceramics IV Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Ceramics III Honors 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Advanced) Students in Ceramics IV Honors will develop specific ceramic skills, with emphasis on the                 

aesthetic development of personal style. This course covers an extensive range of clay construction processes.               

Fundamental problems in ceramics such as timing, gravity and weight are experienced in assignments that explore                

sculptural concepts. Students are introduced to historic and contemporary models to understand the possibilities              

offered by ceramic materials. This course also covers the fundamentals of body and glaze development focusing on                 

ceramic raw materials and their role in forming and firing for functional ware and sculpture bodies. Glaze                 

formulations are also discussed, including glaze chemistry, texture, and causes of common defects. Evaluations include               

studio assignments, written tests, notebooks, kiln loading, firing and glaze making. 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Concert Choir 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Concert Choir will cover the fundamentals of singing and musicianship, as well as music                  

theory and music history, in an entry-level mixed-voice ensemble. This course requires rehearsals and public               

performances, some of which will be scheduled after school, in the evenings, and/or on weekends. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chamber Singers I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Concert Choir AND student must pass an audition with instructor 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chamber Singers I will continue to build upon the fundamentals of singing and                 

musicianship learned in Concert Choir, music theory, and explore music history through performance. Emphasis is               

placed on diversity of time periods and musical styles. Singers will participate in choreographed selections. This                

course requires rehearsals and public performances, some of which will be scheduled after school, in the evenings,                 

and/or on weekends. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Chamber Singers II 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Chamber Singers I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chamber Singers II will demonstrate musical proficiency as they continue to build upon                

skills learned in Concert Choir and Chamber Singers I, including music theory, and exploration of music history                 

through performance. Emphasis is placed on diversity of time periods and musical styles. Singers will participate in                 

choreographed selections. This course requires rehearsals and public performances, some of which will be scheduled               

after school, in the evenings, and/or on weekends. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chamber Singers III Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Chamber Singers II. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chamber Singers III Honors will demonstrate increased proficiency in music theory and                

music history through performance. Emphasis is placed on diversity of time periods and musical styles. Singers will                 

participate in choreographed selections. Students are expected to assume various leadership roles, such as section               

leaders. This course requires rehearsals and public performances, some of which will be scheduled after school, in the                  

evenings, and/or on weekends. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chamber Singers IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Chamber Singers III Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chamber Singers IV Honors will demonstrate advanced performance skills and              

understanding of music theory and music history through performance. Emphasis is placed on diversity of time                

periods and musical styles. After the completion of music theory modules, students will explore composing and/or                

arranging, and conducting. This course requires rehearsals and public performances, some of which will be scheduled                

after school, in the evenings, and/or on weekends. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Music Appreciation 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Music Appreciation explore a variety of topics relating to music which may include, but are                   

not limited to: music history, genre studies, composer/artist studies, performing, composing, world music, rhythmic              

studies, and the music industry. Students will be required to attend at least one performance during the semester                  

which may occur outside of school hours, including evenings or weekends. Availalbe in the Fall Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Musical Theatre 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Signature of instructor required on course request form. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Musical Theatre sharpen their vocal skills, movement, and acting techniques. They rehearse                

and perform a musical as a class product. Some after-school rehearsals and performances are required. Additionally,                

they will perform as part of the spring choral concert in May. This course is offered in the spring of even-numbered                     

years (2022, 2024, 2026 etc). 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

History of Rock 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in History of Rock will study rock history through the lens of popular music with the                  

cross-curricular connections from social studies, language arts, geography, media studies, science, general music and              

more. Emphasis is placed on the diversity and influence of men and women of all ethnicities and socioeconomic                  

backgrounds seen as important contributors to the fabric of our society. Students will cover rock and it’s influences                  

from its beginnings in the 1950s to now. Students will be required to attend at least one performance during the                    

semester which may occur outside of school hours, including evenings or weekends. This course is offered in the                  

spring of odd-numbered years (2021, 2023, 2025 etc). 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Dance I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Dance I train in a variety of dance forms taught in alignment with the Common Core                   

Standards. Dance forms presented include ballet, modern, jazz, and Broadway jazz and hip hop. In addition students                 

will learn to apply basic elements of choreography and gain an understanding of the dance pioneers who have                  

influenced the field.  After-school rehearsals and performances are required. 
Availability:   
Semester 

6 



 

Dance II 
Grade Level: 9,10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Dance I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Dance II demonstrate intermediate skills in dance elements, choreographic principles,              

techniques, processes and structures. Dance history from the modern and postmodern periods focusing on the               

purpose of dance is explored through contemporary and jazz artists. Technique is strengthened to an intermediate                

level in execution of performance quality. Styles include ballet, contemporary, jazz and hip hop. After-school               

rehearsals and performances are required. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Dance III Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Dance II 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Dance III Honors study dance as a creative and expressive art form. Students combine the                   

use of improvisation, dance elements, choreographic principles, and technical/theatrical elements to explore the             

creation of meaningful dance compositions. Contemporary dance artists are explored through analysis and critique.              

Technical training in ballet, contemporary, jazz and hip hop will focus on increased movement ability and strength.                 

Each student evaluates personal progress through the creation and use of a dance portfolio or written and/or visual                  

examples of student work.  After-school rehearsals and performances are required. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Dance IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Dance III Honors 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Dance IV Honors strive to clearly express ideas as they examine the creative process                  

through movement as a language. Students choreograph and perform their own work in class and in a performance                  

setting. Advanced technique training in ballet, contemporary, jazz and hip hop enhance the students ability to convey                 

choreographic intent. Students complete multimedia projects connecting dance with 21st century skills and             

technology. Contemporary dance artists are explored to provide an understanding of currently working artists in the                

field. Each student evaluates personal progress through the creation and use of a dance portfolio of written and/or                  

visual samples of student work.  After-school rehearsals and performances are required. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Advanced Dance Performance Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Dance IV Honors 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Advanced Dance Performance Honors demonstrate advanced movement and performance            

skills in dance. Students train in a variety of strengthening and conditioning techniques in order to increase range of                   

motion, endurance, and performance qualities. Technical skills are further enhanced by ballet, modern, jazz, and hip                

hop techniques. Choreographic principles, processes and structures are gained through the curriculum as students              

choreograph routines for half time performances, traditional strands, pep rally dances and flash mobs to increase                

school spirit. Team will perform at school functions. After-school rehearsals and performances are required. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Marching/Symphonic Band Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Marching Band. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Marching/Symphonic Band Honors will participate in the Marching Band and a Symphonic                

Band Concert. This ensemble is open to 9th-12th graders and is open to any student who has completed band in                    

middle school or auditions for the director, but has more rigorous entrance requirements and curriculum. The                

Marching Band component of this class will involve Friday night home football games as well as an occasional away                   

game, competition, or parade. The Marching requirements of this class will mostly be for the first half of the semester.                    

In the second half the marching band splits up into two concert ensembles and works on music at the Grade III, IV and                       

V level performing a Fall and Winter Concert. Students in the honors section will be expected to master the All State                     

scale requirements, learn the All State solo, and are required to audition for the Western District All District Band.                   

Available in the Fall Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Marching/Symphonic Band Intermediate 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of 8th grade band or placement audition. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Marching/Symphonic Band Intermediate will participate in the Marching Band and a               

Symphonic Band Concert. This ensemble is open to 9th-12th graders and is open to any student who has completed                   

band in middle school or auditions for the director. The Marching Band component of this class will involve Friday                   

night home football games as well as an occasional away game, competition or parade. The Marching requirements of                  

this class will mostly be for the first half of the semester. In the second half the marching band splits up into two                       

concert ensembles and works on music at the Grade III, IV and V level performing a Fall and Winter Concert. Available                     

in the Fall Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Marching/Wind Symphony Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Audition Only 
Co-requisite: Wind Symphony Spring 
Description:  Students in Marching/Wind Symphony Honors will be scheuled by placement or audition only are are                

primarily 10th-12th graders. This class is only offered at the Advanced Honors Level and the commitment level of this                   

ensemble is of the highest level. During the first month of school this ensemble will be a part of the Marching Band, but                       

will quickly begin rehearsing serious concert literature as soon as the demands of the Marching Band are complete.                  

This group will perform Grade V, VI and Masterwork level music. Home practice and individual preparation is an                  

expectation. Students are required to be enrolled in both semesters of Wind Symphony as this is a year long ensemble.                    

The entrance requirement is mastery of the 11-12 Honors Band Scales. It is suggested that students who are in this                    

ensemble take private lessons, attend summer music camps or practice at home on a regular basis. Successfully                 

auditioning for All District Band is a requirement for this ensemble. Available in the Fall Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Symphonic Band Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Fall Marching/Symphonic Band, OR Audition 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Symphonic Band Honors refine perceptions gained through musical interpretation. This             

class provides an engaging means of personal, musical, social, and emotional expression. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Symphonic Band Intermediate 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Fall Marching/Symphonic Band, OR Audition 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Symphonic Band Intermediate will perform music at the Grade III, IV and V level and will                    

perform at the State MPA in the spring as well as giving a Pre-MPA and Spring Concert. This ensemble is open to                      

9th-12th graders and is open to any student who has completed band in middle school or auditions for the director.                    

This class may be taken for only 1 semester at the Intermediate Level. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Wind Symphony Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Audition required 
Co-requisite: Fall Marching Band/Spring Wind Symphony Honors 
Description:  Students in Wind Symphony Honors will perform Grade V, VI and Masterwork level music. This                 

ensemble is primarily 10th-12th grade and is open by placement or audition only. Home practice and individual                 

preparation are expectations. The band will perform concerts each 9 weeks for parents, perform community concerts,                

perform at the State MPA as well as attend more regional and national festivals. The level of music and the                    

performance expectation is of the very highest level available. Students are required to be enrolled in both semesters                  

as this is a year-long performing group. The entrance requirement is mastery of the 11-12 Honors Band Scales and                   

audition. Successfully auditioning for All District Band is a requirement for this ensemble. Available in Spring                

Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Music Theory 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Instructor approval AND basic foundation in music 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Music Theory, a college-level course, learn aural dictation, part-writing, and score                

analysis. Emphasis is on 17th and 18th century theory, and provides a solid foundation in intervals, scales, chords,                  

metric/rhythm patterns, and the terms used to describe these elements in music. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Band Leadership 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Instructor approval. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Band Leadership are interested in being instrumental tutors and in learning about the                 

organization and upkeep for the band program.  This course does not count as an Arts credit. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
 

Orchestra I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Orchestra I receive instruction in the use of and performance with a string orchestra                  

instrument. Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Orchestra II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Orchestra I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Orchestra II receive instruction in the use of and performance with a string orchestra                 

instrument. Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Orchestra III Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Orchestra II. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Orchestra III Honors receive instruction in the use of and performance with a string                  

orchestra instrument. Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Orchestra IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Orchestra III Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Orchestra IV Honors receive instruction in the use of and performance with a string                  

orchestra instrument. Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Piano I 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Piano I learn the fundamentals and technique needed to perform on the piano. Instruction                  

includes work both in the piano lab, and group classroom instruction in music notation and theory. Students benefit                  

from both group instruction and independent study, with one-on-one instructor assistance. There is one required               

performance at the end of the semester, in which students perform in a piano recital for an audience. Supplemental                   

work includes online resources. Students need to provide headphones or earbuds for use with the pianos in the lab. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Theatre Arts (Beginning) I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Theatre Arts I employ improvisation, voice and diction, storytelling, acting practice in                

scenes and monologues, theatre history, play reading, and an introduction to script writing and technical theatre to                 

gain foundational knowledge of theatre arts. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Theatre Arts (Intermediate) II Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Theatre I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Theatre Arts II Honors refine acting and design techniques through multiple acting               

assignments, including a play for children. Students participate in a playwriting unit culminating in a two-person scene                 

and utilize play reading to build on the historical timeline begun in Theatre I and informal research to support current                    

productions. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Theatre Arts (Proficient) III Honors - Spring 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Theatre I and one additional Theatre Arts class 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Theatre Arts III Honors continue to refine acting techniques through preparation of                

audition monologues, and public performances, including a play or musical. Informal research and play reading allows                

students to build on their knowledge of playwrights, directors, and designers. Students actively participate in various                

aspects of technical theatre, as well as a playwriting unit culminating in a three-person scene. Rehearsal time outside                  

of class is required near performance time. This course will be offered in the Spring Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Theatre Arts (Advanced) IV Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of three (3) Theatre Arts classes, including Theatre Arts III Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Theatre Arts IV Honors utilize advanced acting techniques in preparation for a formal                 

production and college or professional auditions. Students actively explore the roles of director, designer, dramaturg,               

and producer through work on a play or musical for public performance. They build on historical timelines by play                   

reading. They participate in a playwriting unit culminating in a complete work. Rehearsal time outside of class is                  

required near performance time. This course will be offered in the Spring Semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Theatre Arts Spcl (Intermediate) Tech Practicum 
Grade Level: 10,11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Theatre I and Theatre II, OR Theatre I and Technical Theatre 
 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Tech Practicum are responsible for design and operation of lights and sound for most                  

productions and performances in the AHS Arts Theatre. Student technicians also complete research-based             

independent projects that further their knowledge and expertise in various areas of theatrical dramaturgy, design, and                

production. They complete one project involving acting. This course is for self-motivated students with some technical                

theatre experience. Time outside of school hours is required periodically. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Theatre Arts Spcl (Intermediate) Tech Theatre 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Theatre I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Tech Theatre explore various areas of technical theatre through a combination of classroom                 

instruction and hands-on learning. No previous experience in technical theatre is required. Students gain practical               

experience in set and prop design and construction; lighting design, rigging and board operation; costume design and                 

construction; stage management; and directing. Students utilize play reading and informal research to support their               

design work. One in-class performance project is required. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Theatre Arts Spcl (Proficient) Play Productions Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Theatre I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Play Productions Honors continue their study of theatre arts through the production of a                 

play or musical for public performance. Students explore acting technique through the audition, rehearsal, and               

performance process. They accomplish technical work relating to the specific production, including scenery, costumes,              

lighting, and sound. Students complete informal research inquiries relating to the production and careers in theatre, as                 

well as continue play reading. They participate in a playwriting unit culminating in a two-person scene. Rehearsal time                  

outside of class is required near performance time. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Visual Arts I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Beginning) Students in Visual Arts I work on the development & improvement of their drawing skills,                  

while creating artwork with a variety of materials, and study art vocabulary and art history. Homework will include                  

both art prompts and writing prompts.  A personal sketchbook, (around 9x12 or larger) is needed for this class. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Visual Arts II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of: Visual Arts I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Intermediate) Students in Visual Arts II will be expected to demonstrate more sophisticated technical                

drawing skills, and the assignments will stretch their creative problem-solving abilities in order to prepare for success                 

in the Advanced Art classes. Homework will include both art prompts and writing prompts. A personal sketchbook,                 

(9x12 or larger), is needed for this class. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Visual Arts III Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of: Visual Arts II 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Proficient) Students in Visual Arts III Honors will research and solve challenging visual art problems                 

which integrate their studio work with the study of aesthetic theories, design principles, art history and the art of                   

other cultures. This is an honors course in which students must have strong motivation and self-discipline to be                  

successful. A 11x14 sketchbook is needed for this class. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Visual Arts IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Visual Arts III Honors 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  (Advanced) Students in Visual Arts IV Honors will work on creating a comprehensive portfolio that best                 

showcases their talents and interests in visual art. Students will be given a variety of challenges and media to work                    

with and later, investigate a theme that has personal interest to them. This course will help prepare for AP Studio Art                     

and/or life experience. A 11x14 sketchbook is needed for this class. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Studio Art: 2-D Design 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful Completion of Visual Arts IV Honors 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in AP Studio Art: 2-D Design are highly-motivated students that do college-level work in studio                  

art while still in high school. Emphasis is placed on the development of a quality portfolio, based upon the national AP                     

requirements. There is not a written AP exam; instead, their portfolio is judged by the College Board to determine AP                    

credit. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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AP Studio Art: Drawing 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful Completion of Visual Arts III Honors 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in AP Studio Art: Drawing are highly-motivated students that do college-level work in studio                

art while still in high school. The course concentrates on the development of a quality portfolio, based upon the                   

national AP requirements. There is not a written AP exam; instead, their portfolio is judged by the College Board to                    

determine AP credit. All students enrolled in this class are required to present their portfolio to the College Board in                    

the spring. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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AVID Courses 
AVID 09 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   Acceptance into the AVID program via selection and interview. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in AVID 09 focus primarily on developing the knowledge, skills, and attitudes needed to                 

succeed in rigorous high school courses – Cornell note taking, notebook organization, critical reading, and study habits 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

AVID 10 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:   Acceptance into the AVID program via selection and interview. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in AVID 10 focus on developing writing skills necessary for success in honors and Advanced                  

Placement classes, on the PSAT/SAT, and in college. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

AVID 11 Honors 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:  Acceptance into the AVID program via selection and interview. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in AVID 11 cover the entire WIC-R curriculum, with special emphasis on SAT and ACT                 

preparation. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

AVID 12 Honors 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:   Acceptance into the AVID program via selection and interview. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in AVID 12 complete substantial work on the college application, essay, and financial aid                 

process. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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CTE Courses 
 

Career Management 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:   Students in Career Management will develop the knowledge and skills necessary to: 

Manage multiple roles. 

Make healthy lifestyle decisions. 

Communicate effectively. 

Work effectively as a member of a team. 

Develop an understanding of self. 

Use career exploration tools to retrieve information. 

Develop learning goals for lifelong education. 

Develop and manage a career plan. 

Use thoughtful decision-making. 

Manage a career in response to employment trends, mobility, societal needs and technology development. 

Develop and manage a career portfolio. 

Demonstrate strategies to create, obtain, maintain and advance employment. 

  

This course is based on the National Career Development Guidelines, the North Carolina Education Standards and                

Accountability Commission and the SCANS Competencies. Career research, decision-making and career planning            

receive special emphasis, with students creating a Journal, a Career Research Project, a Career Plan, and a Career                  

Portfolio. The course is organized into units representing the various steps of the Career Planning Model;                

Personal/Social Development (Awareness), Educational and Career Exploration (Exploration), and         

Decision-Making/Career Planning (Planning), and is designed so that the Career Portfolio “unfolds” as course              

requirements are completed. The course is also designed to help students recognize and develop SCANS competencies                

as they complete course requirements. The course is further designed to allow students to apply instructional                

strategies and workplace readiness skills contextually to authentic workplace experiences. 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Apparel I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Apparel I are introduced to the Apparel and textile industry in the areas of design, textiles                    

and apparel engineering (sewing). Emphasis is placed on students applying these to create and produce apparel                

products. Art, literacy, mathematics, and science are reinforced. Family, Career and Community Leaders of America               

(FCCLA) events, community service, and leadership activities provide the opportunity to apply essential standards and               

workplace readiness skills through authentic experiences. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Apparel II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Apparel I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Apparel II gain a deeper understanding of design principles, engineering, fabrication, and                

the global needs of an ever-changing Apparel and Textile Industry. The course provides a major focus on textile design,                   

textile science, product construction, global manufacturing and the apparel/textile market. Students also gain the              

entrepreneurial skills necessary for successful marketing and distribution of an apparel product. Family, Career and               

Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) competitive events, community service, and leadership activities provide the              

opportunity to apply essential standards and workplace readiness skills through authentic experiences. This course              

counts as a CTE completer course in the Arts, A/V Technology & Communications and Manufacturing. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Apparel II Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Apparel I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Apparel II Honors gain a deeper understanding of design principles, engineering,              

fabrication, and the global needs of an ever-changing Apparel and Textile Industry. The course provides a major focus                  

on textile design, textile science, product construction, global manufacturing and the apparel/textile market. Students              

also gain the entrepreneurial skills necessary for successful marketing and distribution of an apparel product. Family,                

Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) competitive events, community service, and leadership activities              

provide the opportunity to apply essential standards and workplace readiness skills through authentic experiences.              

Honors students must be self-directed, motivated and have the ability to work at an accelerated pace to cover course                   

materials in greater complexity. The application of higher order thinking skills and problem solving is a must.                 

Additional projects will be documented through a portfolio/blog. A time commitment beyond the classroom setting is                

necessary. This course counts as a CTE completer course in the Arts, A/V Technology & Communications and                 

Manufacturing. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Principles of Business & Finance 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Principles of Business and Finance are introduced to topics related to business, finance,                 

management, and marketing to cover business in the global economy, functions of business organization and               

management, marketing basics, and significance of business financial and risk management. English language arts,              

social studies, and mathematics skills are reinforced. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course              

include mentorship, school-based enterprise, service learning, and job shadowing. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Business Management I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Principles of Business & Finance 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Business Management I will be introduced to core management concepts. The experience                

includes how managers plan, organize, staff, and direct the business’s resources that enhance the effectiveness of the                 

decision-making process. The experience includes students working through ethical dilemmas and problem-solving            

situations with customer service while academic and critical thinking skills. English language arts is reinforced. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Business Management I Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Principles of Business & Finance 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Business Management I Honors will be introduced to core management concepts. The                

experience includes how managers plan, organize, staff, and direct the business’s resources that enhance the               

effectiveness of the decision-making process. Also the experience includes students working through ethical             

dilemmas and problem-solving situations with customer service while academic and critical thinking skills. English              

language arts is reinforced.  
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Business Management II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Business Management I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Business Management II will be enabled to acquire, understand, and appreciate the                

significance of management to business organizations. Understanding how managers control financial resources,            

inventory, ensure employee safety, and protect customer data enhances the effectiveness of their decision making.               

Students will work through ethical dilemmas, practice problem solving, and enhance their teamwork skills. English               

language arts and mathematics are reinforced. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Financial Planning I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Principles of Business & Finance 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Financial Planning I will cover key strategies for wealth building and learn to evaluate                  

businesses for investment opportunities while incorporating current headlines and trends, financial resources, and             

stock market simulation. Students will also develop techniques to enhance personal wealth building for a secure                

financial future. Current technology will be used to acquire information and to complete activities. Throughout the                

course, students are presented with ethical dilemmas and problem-solving situations for which they must apply               

academic, team-building and critical-thinking skills. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Financial Planning II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Financial Planning I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students will further develop the fundamental knowledge and skills acquired in the prerequisite course               

to create a business financial plan; including loans, insurance, taxes, corporate governance, and explore the various                

risks and returns associated with business activities. Emphasis will be placed on analyzing ethical situations in various                 

aspects of finance in local, national and global business environments. Current technology will be used to acquire                 

information and to complete activities. Throughout the course, students are presented with ethical dilemmas and               

problem-solving situations for which they must apply academic, team-building and critical-thinking skills. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

CCP Criminology I 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: Recommended: Criminology II (CJC 122, CJC 212, & CJC 231) 
Description:  Students in CCP Criminology I will complete the Criminal Justice Technology curriculum that is               

comprised of six courses designed to provide knowledge of criminal justice systems and operations. This introductory                

program focuses on local, state, and federal law enforcement, judicial processes, corrections, and security services. In                

Criminology I (CJC 112, CJC 113, & CJC131), students will be introduced to deviant behavior as it relates to criminal                    

activity (CJC112). Topics include theories of crime causation; statistical analysis of criminal behavior; past, present,               

and future social control initiatives; and other related topics. Upon completion students should be able to explain and                  

discuss various theories of crime causation and societal response. Students also cover the juvenile justice system (CJC                 

113) and related juvenile issues. Topics include an overview of the juvenile justice system, treatment and prevention                 

programs, special areas and laws unique to juveniles, and other related topics. Upon completion, students should be                 

able to identify/discuss juvenile court structure/procedures, function and jurisdiction of juvenile agencies,            

processing/detention of juveniles, and case disposition. Finally, students delve into criminal law (CJC 131) and cover                

the history/evolution, principles and contemporary applications of criminal law. Topics include sources of             

substantive law, classification of crimes, parties to crime, elements of crimes, matters of criminal responsibility, and                

other related topics. Upon completion, students should be able to discuss the sources of law and identify, interpret,                  

and apply the appropriate statutes/elements. Students will earn up to nine college credit hours and honors level                 

weight for the courses in the Criminology I sequence. This course will count as three high school credits and will show                     

on student's schedules as CJC112, CJC113, and CJC131. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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CCP Manufacturing I - Introduction to Machining and Metal Working 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math I is highly recommended 
Co-requisite: Recommended: CCP Manufacturing II 
Description:  Students in CCP Manufacturing I will earn credit for A-B Tech's BPR 111 - Blueprint Reading, MAC 151 -                     

Machining Calculations, and MEC 110 - Introduction to CAD/CAM. In this class sequence, students earn a total of 6                   

college credit hours at no cost to the student. Students will be introduced to the basic principles of print reading                    

including line types, orthographic projections, dimensioning methods, and notes in BPR 111. Students will also learn                

the basics of Autodesk AutoCAD which they will use to create simple mechanical blueprints in BPR 111. In MAC 151,                    

students will be introduced to basic calculations as they relate to machining occupations. Students will also be                 

introduced to CAD/CAM concepts in MEC 110, including Computer Aided Drafting and CNC programming using               

Autodesk Fusion 365. In MEC 110, students will create final projects using a CNC lathe, mill and plasma cutter. Video:                    

http://bit.ly/CCPManufacturing 

Availability:   
Semester 
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CCP Manufacturing II - Advanced Machining and Metal Working 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   CCP Manufacturing I.  Successful completion of NC Math I is highly recommended 
Co-requisite:  
Description:  Students in CCP Manufacturing II will earn credit for A-B Tech’s MAC 141 - Machining Applications I,                   

MAC 121 - Introduction to CNC, and MAC 142 - Machining Applications II. In this follow up class sequence, students                    

earn a total of 10 college credit hours at no cost to the student. MAC 141 covers an introduction to a variety of                       

material-working processes that are common to the machining industry including process-specific machining            

equipment, measurement devices, set-up and layout instruments, and common shop practices. MAC 121 introduces              

the concepts and capabilities of computer numerical control machine tools including set up, operation, basic               

applications, and computer applications necessary for machinists. Finally, students earn credit for MAC 142 which               

provides instruction in a wide variety of processes associated with machining including equipment set-up, holding               

fixtures, tooling, cutting speeds and depths, metal properties, and proper finishes. In addition, students will have the                 

opportunity to be enrolled as a Pre-Apprentice in the NC apprenticeship program at local industries such as GE                  

Aviation. This will help qualified students find and be place in jobs in the local machining industry. These jobs include                    

the manufacturing of medical equipment, aviation equipment, and much more.  Video: http://bit.ly/CCPManufacturing 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Cosmetic Arts - Nail Tech I & II 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Nail Tech I & II will learn the study of manicuring based on NC Cosmetic Arts Board laws,                      

rules, and curriculum to sit for the Manicurist licensure examination. At the completion of both Nail Tech I and Nail                    

Tech II, students should have obtained the required 300 hours of coursework and laboratory practicum. Coursework                

in Nail Tech I & II include: the theory and practical application of infection control and blood exposure procedures;                   

manicuring theory; trimming, filing; shaping,decorating; hand and arm manipulation; sculptured and artificial nails             

(application, repair, fill, and removal); pedicuring; and styles and techniques for the care treatment, and decoration of                 

the following: fingernails, toenails, cuticles, nail extensions and artificial nails; and electric file. Students will also be                 

exposed to business management and professional ethics. This course will meet yearlong every day and counts as 2                  

credits. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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Cosmetic Arts - Natural Hair Specialist I & II 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in the Natural Hair Care Specialist Program will be prepared to sit for the NC State Board of                     

Cosmetic Arts licensing exam for Natural Hair Care Specialist. Students must acquire 300 hours of coursework and lab                  

work in order to take the examination. Natural Hair Care is a service that results in tension on hair strands or roots by                       

twisting, wrapping, extending, or locking hair by hand or mechanical device. For purposes of this definition, the phrase                  

"natural hair care" includes the use of artificial or natural hair. During the first semester, students learn infection                  

control and blood exposure procedures, Board laws, regulations, Board website, and licensure scope of practice;               

Shampooing; Draping; Anatomy; Disorders of the hair and scalp; Client consultation; and professional ethics. In the                

second semester of the course, students will continue with Twisting; Wrapping; Extending; Locking; Blow dry and                

thermal iron; Business management; and professional ethics. In preparation for the state board examination,              

performance evaluation will include: Twists; Knots; Locs; 2 strand overlap; 3 strand overbraid; 3 strand underbraid;                

On the scalp 3 strand braid; Track and sew weft; and Adding hair extensions. This course will meet yearlong every day                     

and counts as 2 credits. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

Foods I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Foods I examine the nutritional needs of the individual. Emphasis is placed on fundamentals                  

of food production, kitchen and meal management, food groups and their preparation, and time and resource                

management. English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies are reinforced.  

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Culinary Arts & Hospitality I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: Recommended: Culinary & Hospitality II 
Description:  Students in Culinary & Hospitality I will be introduced to the hospitality and food service industry by                   

learning about components of professional practice and building basic knowledge and skills in food preparation, garde                

manger, baking, and food service operations. The introduction includes students learning food safety, breakfast              

cookery, salads and sandwiches, quick breads and cookies, and dining room service. Art, English language arts,                

mathematics, science, and social studies are reinforced. The Pro Start I Curriculum will be used to teach this course. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Culinary Arts & Hospitality II Applications (FH11) 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Culinary & Hospitality I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in this school-based internship in the AHS culinary commercial kitchen will demonstrate their                

knowledge and skills in basic food preparation, garden manger, baking and food service operations by planning and                 

executing the program’s school-based enterprise. The experience includes students preparing and selling breakfast             

items, salads and sandwiches, and quick breads and cookies while applying safety, sanitation, and guest service skills.                 

Arts, English and language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and are reinforced. Students will apply               

coursework from Culinary Arts & Hospitality I to manage and run the Groundhog Cafe according to the guidelines of                   

the state sanitation division. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Culinary Arts & Hospitality II Internship (FH12) 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Culinary & Hospitality I and approval from the Career and Development               
Coordinator 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in this off-campus internship in a site-based culinary commercial kitchen will demonstrate              

their knowledge and skills in basic food preparation, garde manger, baking and food service operations by planning                 

and executing the program’s school-based enterprise. The experience includes students preparing and selling             

breakfast items, salads and sandwiches, and quick breads and cookies while applying safety, sanitation, and guest                

service skills. Arts, English and language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and are reinforced. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Child Development 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Child Development are introduced to responsible nurturing and basic applications of child               

development theory with children from infancy through age six. Areas of study include parenthood decisions, child                

care issues, prenatal development and care, and development and care of infants, toddlers, and children three through                 

six. Emphasis is on responsibilities of parents, readiness for parenting, and the influence parents have on children                 

while providing care and guidance. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Early Childhood Education I 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Note: This course meets for two periods a day and is worth two credits. Students in Early Childhood                   

Education I, a two-credit course, are prepared to work with children in early education and child care settings. Areas                   

of study include personal and professional preparation, child development from birth to age 12, techniques and                

procedures for working with young children, and history, trends and opportunities in this field. An internship makes                 

up 50 percent of instructional time. Students must be at least 15 years old to request this course. Students must pass a                      

criminal background check and have a negative TB test to be enrolled in this course. At the time of registration,                    

students will complete background check on the Asheville City Schools website under Parents &              

Community/Volunteer/CTE Students. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Early Childhood Education II Honors 
Grade Level: 11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Early Childhood Education I. 
Co-requisite: Students requesting this course must also request Early Childhood Education II Lab. 
Description:  Students in Early Childhood Education II Honors, a two-credit course, are provided advanced               

experiences in working with children from infancy to age 12 in early education and child care settings. Areas of study                    

include program planning and management, developmentally appropriate practice, procedures and strategies for            

working with special groups of children, and career development and professionalism. Course credit is only awarded                

upon successful completion of both the class and lab. No partial credit is awarded. A contract must be signed by                    

student, parent, and school staff acknowledging this understanding. Students must pass a criminal background check               

and have a negative TB test to be enrolled in this course. At the time of registration, students will complete                    

background check on the Asheville City Schools website under Parents & Community/Volunteer/CTE Students. This              

course counts as a CTE completer course in the Human Services Cluster. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Early Childhood Education Lab 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Early Childhood Education I. 
Co-requisite: Students requesting this course must also request Early Childhood Education II Honors. 
Description:  Students in Early Childhood Education II Lab fulfill the time requirement in the Child Care Center to                   

earn the two credits for Early Childhood Education II Honors. No separation of credits is possible since the curriculum                   

is integrated. The lab is separated from the class only for scheduling purposes so that students have more flexibility to                    

schedule the Early Childhood Education II Honors course. At the time of registration, students will complete                

background check on the Asheville City Schools website under Parents & Community/Volunteer/CTE Students. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Early Childhood Assistant 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Early Childhood Assistant support the lead teacher in the child care center at Asheville High.                   

Students must want to work with children. Students must have a tuberculosis (TB) test prior to working with the                   

children. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Game Art Design 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Digital Design & Animation I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Game Art Design will be introduced to techniques used in the electronic game industry.                  

Students will focus on the principles used in game design including mathematical and virtual modeling. Emphasis is                 

placed on areas related to art, history, ethics, plot development, storyboarding, programming, 2D Visual theory, and                

interactive play technologies. Students develop physical and virtual games using hands-on experience and a variety of                

software. Art, English language, arts, mathematics and science are reinforced. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Advanced Game Art Design 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Game Art Design 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Advanced Game Art Design will continue the study of game design and interactivity.                

Emphasis is placed on visual design, evaluating, scripting and network protocols, and legal issues as well as 3D visual                   

theory. Students compile a game portfolio. Advanced topics include the use of audio and visual effects, rendering,                 

modeling, and animation techniques. Students work in collaborative teams to develop a final 3 D game project.  
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Digital Design & Animation I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Digital Design & Animation I will be introduced to the use of complex graphic tools.                   

Emphasis is placed on the principles, concepts, and use of complex graphic and visualization tools as applied to the                   

study of science and technology. Students use complex 2D graphics, animation, editing, and image analysis tools to                 

better understand, illustrate, explain, and present technical, mathematical, and/or scientific concepts and principles.             

Emphasis is placed on the use of computer-enhanced images to generate both conceptual and data-driven models,                

data-driven charts, and animations. Science, math, and visual design concepts are reinforced through the course.               

Activities are structured to integrate physical and social science, mathematics, English language arts, and art. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Digital Design & Animation II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Digital Design & Animation I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Digital Design & Animation II will be provided with advanced skills in the use of complex                    

visualization tools for the study of science, technology, or mathematical concepts. Students design and develop               

increasingly complex data and concept-driven visualization models. Students use complex 2D and 3D graphics,              

animation, editing, and image analysis tools to better understand, illustrate, and explain concepts. Students present               

technical, mathematical, and or scientific concepts and principles. Activities are structured to integrate physical and               

social sciences, mathematics, English language arts, and art. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Adobe Visual Design 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Adobe Visual Design experience a computer project-based course that develops career and                

communication skills in graphic design using Adobe software, specifically Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and In-Design.              

This course is aligned to achieve internationally recognized certification in each of these pieces of software. English                 

language arts and math skills are heavily reinforced. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course               

include real world job applications. Apprenticeship and cooperative education are possible for this course. SkillsUSA               

competitive events, community service, and leadership activities provide the opportunity to apply essential standards              

and workplace readiness skills through authentic experiences. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Adobe Video Design Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Satisfactory completion of Adobe Visual Design or Digital Media 1 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Adobe Video Design Honors will develop career and communication skills in video                

production using Adobe software. This course is aligned to Adobe Premiere Pro certification. English language arts are                 

highly reinforced. Students enrolled in this honors level course must have satisfactorily completed Adobe Visual               

Design or Digital Media I. Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course include job shadowing.               

Apprenticeship and cooperative education are possible for this course. SkillsUSA competitive events, community             

service, and leadership activities provide the opportunity to apply essential standards and workplace readiness skills               

through authentic experiences. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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PLTW Principles of Biomedical Sciences Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Principles of Biomedical Science Honors in will explore fields such as forensics,                

biology, anatomy & physiology, genetics, microbiology, and epidemiology while tackling real-world challenges faced             

by biomedical professionals in the field. Students will work with some of the same tools and equipment used in                   

hospitals and labs as they engage in relevant hands-on activities, while developing communication and              

problem-solving skills. They will explore how connections to other disciplines such as computer science and               

engineering shape the future of medicine. Project Lead the Way is a nationally recognized educational program. This                 

is the first of four sequential courses. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

PLTW Human Body Systems Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of PLTW Principles of Biomedical Sciences Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Human Body Systems Honors examine the interactions of human body systems as                 

they explore identity, power, movement, protection and homeostasis. Students design experiments, use data             

acquisition software to monitor body functions, and often play the role of the biomedical professional. English                

language arts and science skills are reinforced in this course. Project Lead The Way is a nationally recognized                  

educational program. This is the second of four sequential courses. This course counts as a CTE completer course in                   

the Health Sciences. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

PLTW Medical Interventions Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of PLTW Human Body Systems Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Medical Interventions Honors follow the life of a fictitious family as they investigate                  

how to prevent, diagnose, and treat disease. Students explore how to detect and fight infection; screen and evaluate                  

the code in the human DNA; evaluate cancer treatment options; and prevail when the organs of the body begin to fail.                     

Through real-world cases, students are exposed to a range of interventions related to immunology, surgery, genetics,                

pharmacology, medical devices, and diagnostics. This is the third of four sequential courses. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Health Science I Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Students are encouraged to take Biology I in preparation for this course. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Health Science I Honors focus on human anatomy, physiology and human body diseases and                  

disorders, and biomedical therapies. Students learn about health care careers within the context of human body                

systems. Projects, teamwork, and demonstrations serve as instructional strategies that reinforce the curriculum             

content. Occasional labs supplement the lessons, but are not the core of the course. English language arts and science                   

skills are reinforced in this course.  

Costs: First Aid Certification, Stop the Bleed Training 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Health Science II 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Health Science I, OR successful completion of PLTW Human Body Systems Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Health Science II expand their understanding of financing and trends of health care agencies,                 

fundamentals of wellness, legal and ethical issues, concepts of teamwork, and effective communication, and              

biotechnology. Students learn health care skills, including infection control, basic vital signs, and current CPR and first                 

aid training. Students also explore various health careers and are required to volunteer in a healthcare business or                  

facility on their own time. English language arts and science skills are reinforced in this course. This course counts as a                     

CTE concentrator course in the Health Science Cluster.  

Cost: Basic Life Support and OSHA certifications. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Health Science II Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Health Science I, OR successful completion of PLTW Human Body Systems                
Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Health Science II Honors expand their understanding of financing and trends of health care                  

agencies, fundamentals of wellness, legal and ethical issues, concepts of teamwork, effective communication, and              

biotechnology. Students learn health care skills, including infection control, basic vital signs, and current CPR and first                 

aid training. Students also explore various health careers and are required to volunteer in a healthcare business or                  

facility on their own time. English language arts and science skills are reinforced in this course. Advanced assignments                  

in each unit develop deeper understanding for the honors student. This course counts as a CTE concentrator course in                   

the Health Science Cluster.  

Cost: Basic Life Support and OSHA certifications. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Nursing Fundamentals Honors 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Health Science II with a final grade of 75% or higher, Current Basic Life Support                    
Certification that will not expire during the semester, and acceptance into the program by application during Junior year.                  
Special consideration - s 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Nursing Fundamentals and Practicum Honors, a two credit course, are those interested in                 

becoming Certified Nurse Aides and pursuing medical careers. This course is an enhanced adaptation of the North                 

Carolina Division of Health Service Regulation (DHSR) Nurse Aide I (NAI) curriculum and helps prepare students for                 

the National Nurse Aide Assessment (NNAAP). Students who pass the NNAAP become listed on the NC NAI Registry.                  

Students will become proficient in 65 hands on skills, learn and test on theory, and attend a required clinical                   

internship. English language arts, mathematics, and science skills are reinforced. Students will take the NNAAP test in                 

class before graduation. Clinical sites require certain immunizations, criminal background checks, and may require              

tuberculosis testing. Students are required to wear an approved uniform and submit a copy of their current                 

immunization record. Students that have not received the NC Public School immunizations are not eligible to care for                  

patients and therefore will not be admitted to the class. This course is only offered in the Spring during 1st and 2nd                      

periods.  

Costs: NNAAP test, approximately $120, two uniforms, shoes and watch. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

PLTW Computer Science Essentials Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Computer Science Essentials use visual, block-based programming and seamlessly              

transition to text-based programming with languages such as Python to create apps and develop websites, and learn                 

how to make computers work together to put their design into practice. They’ll apply computational thinking                

practices, build their vocabulary, and collaborate just as computing professionals do to create products that address                

topics and problems important to them. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

PLTW Cybersecurity 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of PLTW Computer Science Essentials 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Cybersecurity will be introduced to the tools and concepts of cybersecurity and                

encourages students to create solutions that allow people to share computing resources while protecting privacy.               

Because computational resources are vulnerable and frequently attacked, students will solve problems by             

understanding and closing these vulnerabilities. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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AP PLTW Computer Science Principles 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   PLTW Computer Science Essentials 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are expected to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 
Description:  Students in Computer Science Principles will develop programming expertise and explore the workings               

of the Internet. Using Python® as a primary tool and incorporating multiple platforms and languages for computation,                 

AP PLTW Computer Science Principles aims to develop computational thinking, generate excitement about career              

paths that utilize computing, and introduce professional tools that foster creativity and collaboration. Projects and               

problems include app development, visualization of data, cybersecurity, and simulation. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

PLTW Introduction to Engineering Design 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   NC Math I completed AND NC Math II are highly recommended 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Introduction to Engineering Design engage in open-ended problem solving, learn and                

apply the engineering design process, and use the same industry-leading technology and software as are used in the                  

world’s top companies. In this course, students dig deep into the engineering design process, applying math, science,                 

and engineering standards to hands-on projects. They work both individually and in teams to design solutions to a                  

variety of problems using 3D modeling software, and use an engineering notebook to document their work. See                 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap/the-ap-experience/ap-project-lead-the-way for more information. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

PLTW Principles of Engineering 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of PLTW Introduction to Engineering Design is required 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in PLTW Principles of Engineering engage in open-ended problem solving, learn and apply the                 

engineering design process, and use the same industry-leading technology and software as are used in the world’ top                  

companies. In this course, students explore a broad range of engineering topics, including mechanisms, the strength of                 

structures and materials, and automation through problems that engage and challenge. Students develop skills in               

problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for design process documentation, collaboration, and              

presentation. See https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap/the-ap-experience/ap-project-lead-the-way for more     

information. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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CTE Advanced Studies - Engineering (Mechatronics & Robotics) Honors 
Grade Level: 11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of PLTW Intro to Engineering and PLTW Principles of Engineering 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in CTE Advanced Studies - Engineering Honors will be prepared for success in transitioning to                  

postsecondary education and future careers in engineering. Students will apply knowledge learned from Introduction              

to Engineering and Principles of Engineering in a lab-based environment to design, build, and program fixed and                 

autonomous mobile robots used in advanced manufacturing. Students will learn a systems integration approach to               

design complex mechatronic systems that will operate in a simulated advanced manufacturing or other environments.               

Students will be using VEX Robotics, Arduino, and other platforms to build their systems and program in RobotC and                   

Python. The principles of 3D Printing will be integrated to allow students to design and fabricate components for their                   

designs. Students will produce authentic documentation about their cyber-mechanical systems and present their             

designs. Students will conclude the course by producing a mechatronic/robotic system, document the system and               

present on the system. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Sports & Entertainment Marketing I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Sports & Entertainment Marketing I will be introduced to the industry of sports,                 

entertainment, and event marketing. Students acquire transferable knowledge and skills among related industries for              

planning sports, entertainment, and event marketing. Topics included are branding, licensing, and naming rights;              

business foundations; concessions and on-site merchandising; economic foundations; human relations; and safety and             

security. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Sports & Entertainment Marketing I Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Sports & Entertainment Marketing I Honors will be introduced to the industry of sports,                 

entertainment, and event marketing. Students acquire transferable knowledge and skills among related industries for              

planning sports, entertainment, and event marketing. Topics included are branding, licensing, and naming rights;              

business foundations; concessions and on-site merchandising; economic foundations; human relations; and safety and             

security. 

Availability:   
Semester 
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Sports & Entertainment Marketing II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Sports & Entertainment Marketing I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Sports & Entertainment Marketing II will acquire an understanding of sports,               

entertainment, and event marketing. Emphasis is on business management, career development, client relations,             

contracts, ethics, event management, facilities management, legal issues, and sponsorships. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Sports & Entertainment Marketing II Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Sports & Entertainment Marketing I 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Sports & Entertainment Marketing II Honors will acquire an understanding of sports,                

entertainment, and event marketing. Emphasis is on business management, career development, client relations,             

contracts, ethics, event management, facilities management, legal issues, and sponsorships. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Woodworking I 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Students are encouraged to take NC Math II in preparation for this course. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Woodworking I are introduced to career information, employment opportunities, and skills               

required for work in the furniture and cabinetmaking industry. Topics include tools and equipment, theory and                

practice, types of woods, finishes, styles, bonds, and fasteners. English language arts and mathematics skills are                

reinforced. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Woodworking II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Woodworking I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Woodworking II learn the development of knowledge and skills in the furniture and                

cabinetmaking industry. Emphasis is placed on construction principles applied to mass production and the              

construction and installation of cabinet drawers and doors. English language arts and mathematics skills are               

reinforced. This course counts as a CTE completer course in the Manufacturing Cluster. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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CTE Advanced Studies Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of two CTE courses in the same Career Cluster. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in CTE Advanced Studies Honors are juniors and seniors who have earned two CTE credits, one                  

of which is a concentrator course, in the same Career Cluster. The CTE Advanced Studies course augments the content                   

of the concentrator course and prepares students for success in transitioning to postsecondary education and future                

careers. Students work under the guidance of a teacher with expertise in the content of the concentrator course in                   

collaboration with community members, business representatives, and other school-based personnel. Students choose            

one of four projects to conclude the advanced studies course: writing a research paper, producing a product,                 

developing a portfolio, or delivering a presentation 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

CTE Internship Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Students must have an internship approved by the Career Development Coordinator prior to requesting                
this course. The internship site must also be approved by the Career Development Coordinator. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in CTE Internship Honors have the opportunity for additional development of career and                

technical competencies within a general career field. Internships allow students to observe and participate in daily                

operations, develop direct contact with job personnel, ask questions about particular careers, and perform certain job                

tasks. This activity is exploratory and allows the student to get hands-on experience in a number of related activities.                   

The teacher, student, and the business community jointly plan the organization, implementation, and evaluation of an                

internship, regardless of whether it is an unpaid or paid internship. Students must document 135 hours on site to                   

receive credit. 

Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
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English Courses 
 

English I 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English I will be exposed to a wide range of literary genres, elements, and traditions.                   

Students will become competent and confident readers while honing skills in vocabulary, grammar, and writing.               

English I students can expect to read a variety of different works of literature. We will also take a look at informational                      

texts, as well as non-written texts such as film and art. Writing is a fundamental part of this course; major writing                     

assignments will include research, narrative, analytical, and argumentative paragraphs and essays. Through reading             

and writing, students will analyze “big questions” related to conflict, relationships, and power dynamics. English I will                 

be taught concurrently in the same classroom as English I Honors using a hybrid class model. English I students will                    

receive extra support and time for adapted assignments as appropriate for this level of the course. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

English I Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English I Honors will be exposed to a wide range of literary genres, elements, and traditions.                    

Students will become competent and confident readers while honing skills in vocabulary, grammar, and writing.               

English I students can expect to read a variety of different works of literature. We will also take a look at informational                      

texts, as well as non-written texts such as film and art. Writing is a fundamental part of this course; major writing                     

assignments will include research, narrative, analytical, and argumentative paragraphs and essays. Through reading             

and writing, students will analyze “big questions” related to conflict, relationships, and power dynamics. In addition,                

Honors students will learn to do tasks independently at a faster pace, use less scaffolding provided by teachers, read                   

more complex texts independently, write more complex texts with more sophistication, and practice skills that               

prepare them for success in AP and college-level work. English I Honors will be taught concurrently in the same                   

classroom as English I using a hybrid class model. The general presentation of the course is designed to challenge and                    

meet the needs of all honors students. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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English II 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English I. 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC English II End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20%                   
of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in English II read, discuss, and write about both classical and contemporary world literature                 

(excluding British and American authors) through which students identify cultural significance. They examine pieces              

of world literature in a cultural context to appreciate the diversity and complexity of world issues and to connect                   

global ideas to their own experiences. Students continue to explore language for expressive, explanatory, critical,               

argumentative and literary purposes, although emphasis is placed on informational contexts. In addition to literature               

study, students: 

● Examine non-literary texts related to cultural studies. 

● Research material to use primarily in clarifying their own explanatory responses to situations and literary-based                

issues. 

● Critically interpret and evaluate experiences, literature, language, and ideas. 

● Use standard grammatical conventions and select features of language appropriate to purpose, audience, and               

context of the work. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

English II Honors 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English I Honors OR successful completion of English I. 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC English II End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20%                   
of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in English II Honors explore world literature more widely and deeply, including more               

challenging and/or complete print and non-print texts that are not included in the standard English I class. Students                  

must be able to manage time and work independently in order to be successful in this course. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

English III 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English II. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English III integrate all the language arts skills gained throughout their education. The                 

curriculum both affirms these skills and equips students to be life-long learners. Students continue to explore                

argumentative, informative, explanatory, and narrative writing and literary contexts with a focus on American              

literature. The emphasis in English III is on critical analysis of texts through reading, writing, speaking, listening, and                  

using media. Students express reflections and reactions to texts; explain principles inspired by the curriculum;               

interpret and qualify texts; research and address issues of public and personal concern; create products and                

presentations which maintain standard conventions of the written and spoken language. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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English III Honors 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English II Honors OR successful completion of English II. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English III Honors explore American literature more widely and deeply, including more                

challenging and/or complete print and non-print texts. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP English Language and Composition 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English II Honors 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 
Description:  Students in AP English Language and Composition experience a college-level study of English language                

and composition focusing on analyzing rhetorical and linguistic choices in writing. This comprehensive program of               

reading, writing, and critical thinking uses non-fiction and fiction to examine, then emulate analytical, persuasive, and                

narrative modes of writing. Successful performance on the required Advanced Placement Examination enables             

students to place out of introductory college composition and to take more specialized English courses upon their                 

college arrival. Students interested in this course should demonstrate the ability and willingness to work at the level                  

required by a college course. Students enrolled in AP English Language and Composition and AP United States History                  

read a variety of works from American Literature and synthesize this learning with their studies in AP United States                   

History. During the year, students engage in activities, create projects, and complete overall units that combine the AP                  

English and AP US courses. This course combines the curriculum of English III with the curriculum of AP English                   

Language and Composition. 

Yearlong:  Summer reading assignments are available from the teacher in May.  

Stand-Alone: A class meeting will be held before Winter Break to meet the teacher and discuss how to prepare for                    

class. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
 

English IV 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English IV integrate all the language arts skills gained throughout their education. The                 

curriculum both affirms these skills and equips students to be life-long learners. Students continue to explore                

argumentative, informative, explanatory, and narrative writing and literary contexts with a focus on British literature.               

The emphasis in English IV is on argumentation by developing a position of advocacy through reading, writing,                 

speaking, listening, and using media. Students express reflections and reactions to texts; explain principles inspired by                

the curriculum; interpret and qualify texts; research and address issues of public or personal concern and create                 

products and presentations which maintain standard conventions of the written and spoken language. 

Availability:   
Semester 
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English IV Honors 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English III Honors OR successful completion of English III 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English IV Honors explore British literature more widely and deeply, including more               

challenging and/or complete print and non-print texts. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Literature and Composition 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English III Honors OR successful completion of AP Language and Composition. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Literature and Composition experience a college-level study of English literature and               

composition, with a focus on critical thinking and literary analysis. It comprises a comprehensive program of reading,                 

writing, and critical thinking, through the study of a variety of literary genres. Students who perform successfully on                  

the required Advanced Placement examination may earn credit for or place out of introductory college composition                

courses. Students in AP English Literature and Composition read and analyze a variety of poetry, short stories, novels,                  

and plays. Students are expected to read challenging texts independently, participate in class discussions, memorize a                

collection of poems, and write several critical analysis essays in response to the readings. This course combines the                  

curriculum of English IV with the curriculum of AP English Literature and Composition. Summer Assignments will be                 

available from teachers in May and posted on the AHS website.  

Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
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English Elective Courses 
Creative Writing I Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Creative Writing I Honors are primarily devoted to the writing of creative nonfiction, short                  

fiction and poetry. Developing interesting and believable characters, writing effective dialogue, experimenting with             

various points of view and using personal memories for planning plot are the focuses of the class. Students learn how                    

to concentrate on details in order to create verisimilitude. The course is a writing process class, so grades come in part                     

from prewriting and drafts and half from final products. Students participate in formal writer's workshops to revise                 

their pieces. 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

Creative Writing II Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Creative Writing I or Creative Writing I Honors. 
 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Creative Writing II Honors are expected to work independently and write with depth and                  

fluency. Students create proposals for unit assignments (for those completed in Creative Writing I) and lead writing                 

workshops. Since these students receive honors credit for the class, the grading scale for assignments will be adjusted                  

accordingly. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Design In Publications I (Yearbook) 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Approved yearbook application. See class instructor (Ms. Mericle) to pick up an application. Approval                
requires written recommendation from a teacher. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Design In Publications I are responsible for the design, publication and sale of the school                   

Yearbook. Students must be highly motivated and should have a background or interest in writing, interviewing,                

photography, desktop publishing and sales/marketing. Students must produce quality work, have interpersonal skills,             

work together in groups, must be able to handle deadline pressure and should expect to spend additional time outside                   

of the class working on the publication. The end result is a published book that is sold to students, parents, and the                      

community. Commitment to the yearbook is paramount. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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Design in Publications II Honors (Yearbook) 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Design in Publications I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Design in Publications II Honors are expected to serve as an editor or editor-in-chief to                  

manage production of the yearbook. Skills in advanced writing, editing, photography, layout, graphics and              

management are a must. Students still assist in the basic production of the yearbook, but also take on a leadership role                     

to manage the staff. At least 25 yearbook-related hours outside of class must be logged during the semester. 

Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

Science Fiction I Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Science Fiction I Honors combine the study and analysis of golden age, classic, and new                   

wave Science Fiction texts with writing original SF fiction. Analysis centers on SF plot devices, archetypes, and themes,                  

especially the genre’s critique on modern society. Students explore SF sub-genres including hard SF (based on science                 

and math theory), social SF (more focused on speculative societies), cyberpunk, time travel, and space western.                

Students also examine classic SF films like Metropolis and 2001: A Space Odyssey. 

Summer Assignments: Read any SF novel chosen by the student. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Science Fiction II Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Science Fiction I Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Science Fiction II Honors research, plan, and develop original SF writings which they submit                  

to science fiction magazines for publication. Analysis focuses on a student-selected author or sub-genre in the field and                  

a continued study of classic SF films. 

Summer Assignments: Prepare an original SF story of 5,000 words or more. This story may be an extension of the                    

short story written in Science Fiction I Honors. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Speech & Debate I Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this class are automatically members of the AHS/SILSA Speech & Debate team.                
Accordingly, each student must attend at least three (3) weekend speech and debate tournaments at other schools                 
during the semester as a requirement of the cl 
Description:  Students in Speech & Debate I Honors will be introduced with the basics of competitive forensics,                  

including competitive speech performance (Public Address and Interpretation Events) and the 3 forms of competitive               

debate (Congress, Public Forum, and Lincoln-Douglas). Students are required to do extensive speaking, writing,              

research and performance.  *Since this is a performance-based class, no final exam exemptions will be issued.* 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Speech & Debate II Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Speech & Debate I Honors AND approval of Speech & Debate Coaching Staff.                 
**Students may only enroll in Speech & Debate II Honors one time during high school. ** 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this class are automatically members of the AHS/SILSA Speech & Debate team.                
Accordingly, each student must attend at least three (3) weekend speech and debate tournaments at other schools                 
during the semester as a requirement of the cl 
Description:  Students in Speech & Debate II Honors further develop competition skills learned in Speech & Debate I                  

Honors. Further requirements of this class include extensive performance, speaking, writing, and research well              

beyond the basic level. Students are expected to mentor beginning speech and debate students enrolled in Speech &                  

Debate I Honors and to score all Speech I work and performance or Debate I cases and outlines. *Since this is a                      

performance-based class, no final exam exemptions will be issued.* 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Math Courses 
 

Foundations of NC Math I 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   Students will be enrolled in this course in regards to their mathematical performance in middle school. 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in Foundations of NC Math I will be placed in NC Math I in the same school year. 
Description:  Students in Foundations of NC Math I improve the math skills necessary to be successful in the NC Math                     

I curriculum. This course counts as a math class towards graduation, but does not count as a math class towards the 4                      

required  math courses to attend a four year college. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

NC Math I 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Math I End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20% of                    
the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in NC Math I are provided the opportunity to study traditional topics from algebra, geometry,                  

probability, and 

statistics in a problem-centered, connected approach. Students are expected to describe and translate among graphic,               

algebraic, numeric, tabular, and verbal representations of relationships and use those representations to solve              

problems. Appropriate technology, from manipulatives to calculators and application software, is used regularly for              

instruction and assessment. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

NC Math I Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Math I End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20% of                    
the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in NC Math I Honors are provided the opportunity to study traditional topics from algebra,                 

geometry, probability, and statistics in a problem-centered, connected approach. Students are expected to describe              

and translate among graphic, algebraic, numeric, tabular, and verbal representations of relationships and use those               

representations to solve problems. In NC Math I Honors, the pace of instruction, as well as the depth of investigation is                     

increased, compared to standard sections. Appropriate technology, from manipulatives to calculators and application             

software, is used regularly for instruction and assessment. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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NC Math II 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in NC Math II continue their investigation of the content strands from NC Math I: number and                    

quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, and statistics and probability. Students delve deeper into these topics,              

especially geometric topics, but continue to take a more integrated approach to their study of math, spreading their                  

attention across the content strands identified in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

NC Math II Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in NC Math II Honors are offered a more challenging approach to NC Math II in order to ensure                      

that students continue their investigation of the content strands from High School Math I at an honors level: number                   

and quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, and statistics and probability. Students delve deeper into these topics,               

especially geometric topics, but continue to take a more integrated approach to their study of math, spreading their                  

attention across the content strands identified in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

NC Math III 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math II. 
 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Math III End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20% of                    
the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in NC Math III investigate advanced mathematical topics within the same content strands as in                  

NC Math I and NC Math II (number and quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, and statistics and probability). Student                  

are challenged to investigate the intricacies of concepts that they have previously studied, in addition to exploring new                  

concepts. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

NC Math III Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of NC Math II. 
 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Math III End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20% of                    
the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in NC Math III Honors investigate advanced mathematical topics within the same content               

strands as in NC Math I and NC Math II (number and quantity, algebra, functions, geometry, and statistics and                   

probability) with a more challenging approach. Students are challenged to investigate the intricacies of the concepts                

that they have previously studied, in addition to exploring new concepts. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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CCRG Math 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of NC Math III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  This course is a survey of the fundamental skills required for freshman level/gateway college math                

courses. Demonstration of mastery of these skills in the course permits the student to have higher placement in                  

community college courses and better preparation for university courses. The course topics include number sense,               

graphing, functions, geometry, statistics, and trigonometry.  

This course counts as a math class towards graduation, but does not count as a math class towards the 4 required                     

math courses to attend a four year college 

Availability:   
Semester 
 

NC Math IV 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Math III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in NC Math IV investigate functions and statistical thinking, continuing the study of algebra,                 

functions, trigonometry and statistical concepts previously experienced in NC Math 1-3. The course is designed to be a                  

capstone to introductory statistical concepts. Additionally, the course intentionally integrates concepts from algebra             

and functions to demonstrate the close relationship between algebraic reasoning as applied to the characteristics and                

behaviors of more complex functions. In many cases, undergraduate students majoring in non-STEM fields will take an                 

entry-level Algebra or Introductory Statistics course. Students will be prepared for college level algebra and statistics                

or as a bridge to prepare students for Precalculus or other advanced math courses. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Discrete Math for Computer Science Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Discrete Math for Computer Science Honors will be introduced to discrete structures that                 

are the backbone of computer science. Discrete mathematics is the study of mathematical structures that are                

countable or otherwise distinct and separable. The mathematics of modern computer science is built almost entirely                

on discrete mathematics, such as logic, combinatorics, proof, and graph theory. At most universities, an               

undergraduate-level course in discrete mathematics is required for students who plan to pursue careers as computer                

programmers, software engineers, data scientists, security analysts and financial analysts. Students will be prepared              

for college level algebra, statistics, and discrete mathematics courses. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Pre-Calculus Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math II, AND successful completion of NC Math III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Pre-Calculus Honors investigate the study of algebra, functions, and trigonometry              

experienced in previous high school mathematics courses. This course will build on students’ algebraic skills and                

understanding of functions to delve into real world phenomena and to deepen understanding of the functions in the                  

course. This course is designed for students pursuing careers in STEM-related fields. Students will be prepared for                 

Calculus, AP Calculus and any entry-level college course.  

Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Calculus AB 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Pre-Calculus Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Calculus AB, a college-level course, are introduced to the study of limits, continuity,                  

derivatives and their applications, definite integrals and their applications, differential equations and mathematical             

modeling, and various topics in preparation for the Advanced Placement Calculus AB examination. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

AP Calculus BC 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of AP Calculus AB. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 

 
Description:  Students in AP Calculus BC, a college-level course, further study advanced topics from AP Calculus AB                  

and improper integrals, partial fraction integrals, infinite series, and parametric, vector, and polar functions. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Statistics 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math III Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Statistics, a college-level course, prepare for the Advanced Placement Statistics               

examination. Topics include exploratory data analysis, the design of experiments and observational studies,             

probability, and statistical inference. Extensive reading and writing, including a term paper and presentation, are               

required. 

Summer Assignments: Summer reading assignments are available from the teacher in May. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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Using Chance to Win at Life 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Using Chance to Win at Life will be investigating and applying the mathematics used through                  

a variety of topics. This will include taxicab geometry, fantasy football, sports analytics, stock market trends, board                 

games/games of chance, and the arts. Students will participate in group investigations and cooperative projects. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Miscellaneous Elective Courses 
EC Curriculum Assistant 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Minimum 2.75 cumulative weighted GPA, AND on track to graduate with his/her cohort, AND no more                  
than 5 absences during the previous semester, no serious discipline infractions, AND approval of an Exceptional Children’s                 
Teacher. Students must complete an a 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:   Note: This course is not for a credit.  

Students in EC Curriculum Assistant have a strong desire to work with special needs students. The responsibilities of                  

the assistant may include, but are not limited to, assisting students with reading, math, and writing, performing as a                   

scribe, doing oral reading, mentoring, setting up centers, running errands as directed by the teacher, shadowing                

students in out-of-class activities, and delivering modifications in academic and elective classroom settings. Students              

must be able to work independently and take direction well. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
 

Library Assistant 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Students must apply through the Media Center and be pre-approved in order to add this course. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Library Assistant must have a strong desire to help other students and to maintain books                   

and other reading materials. Responsibilities may include, but are not limited to, covering the circulation desk,                

shelving, creating displays, and library science assignments. Students work closely with Media Center staff to learn                

procedures to service and maintain the Media Center. This is a leadership role in the school as students assist their                    

peers with media and technology issues. Students should have an interest in reading and be trustworthy and                 

dependable. Must have a positive attitude and customer service skills. Students must be able to work independently                 

and take direction well. This is a semester course with assignments and grades offered for one student per period 3rd                    

and 4th period 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Office Assistant 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Students must complete an application and a minimum 3.00 cumulative unweighted GPA, AND on track                 
to graduate with his/her cohort, AND no more than 5 absences during the previous semester, AND no serious discipline                   
infractions. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:   Note: This course is not for a credit.  

Students must exhibit mature behavior and consistently conduct themselves in a courteous and professional manner.               

Office Assistants are assigned a variety of tasks which may include, but are not limited to delivering messages to                   

teachers, assisting with mass distributions or mailings, conducting tours with new students and their parents,               

changing the marquee on McDowell Street, and answering the telephone.   Excellent attendance is a must. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
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Physical Education Courses 
 

Health and Physical Education: Grade 9 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Health and Physical Education: Grade 9 will participate in physical fitness activities as well                  

as Health Education. 
Availability:   
Yearlong, Semester 
 

Physical Education 10-12 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Health and Physical Education: Grade 9 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Physical Education 10-12 learn physical fitness through a variety of recreational team and                 

individual sports.  Emphasis is placed on group cooperation and sportsmanship. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Foundations of Athletic Conditioning 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Health and Physical Education: Grade 9 
Co-requisite: Continued participation on at least one athletic team 
Description:  Students in Foundations of Athletic Conditioning have demonstrated superior interest and ability in one                

of the various interscholastic sports. Emphasis is on personal improvement of those techniques and skills of the                 

sports. Students are to enroll in Foundations of Athletic Conditioning in the semester opposite their sport. Seniors are                  

not permitted in the class during the spring semester. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Weight Training/Physical Fitness 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Health and Physical Education: Grade 9 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Weight Training/Physical Fitness are taught physical conditioning and physical fitness. A              

large variety of activities all aimed at personal fitness are explored to enhance strength, improve physical appearance,                 

and develop habits of self-confidence. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Science Courses 
 

Earth/Environmental Science 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Earth/Environmental Science focus on the function of Earth’s systems. Emphasis is placed               

on matter, energy, plate tectonics, origin and evolution of the earth and solar system, environmental awareness,                

materials availability, and the cycles that circulate energy and material through the earth system 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Earth/Environmental Science Honors 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Earth/Environmental Science Honors experience a rigorous curriculum designed to allow              

highly-motivated students to conduct an in-depth study of the Earth and environmental sciences. The course focuses                

on: Earth’s systems and spheres, climate and weather, plate tectonics, rocks and minerals, and the forces that shape                  

the Earth. Students investigate the consequences of increased consumption of renewable and non-renewable             

resources. In order to develop a greater understanding of the processes that shape our everyday lives, the curriculum                  

integrates inquiry investigations with other subject areas and provides experiences that have real-life applications.              

Students are expected to communicate the results of their learning through oral presentations and formal laboratory                

reports. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Biology I 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Earth /Environmental Science. 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Biology I End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20%                   
of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in Biology I continue investigations of the biological sciences begun in grades K-8. High school                 

inquiry is expanded to include more abstract concepts such as the function of DNA, biological evolution, and the                  

interdependence of organisms. The curriculum includes inquiry into the following content areas: The cell; molecular               

basis of heredity; biological evolution; interdependence of organisms; matter, energy, and organization in living              

systems; and behavior of organisms. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Biology I Honors 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of NC Math I (or EOC level IV/V); AND successful completion of                
Earth/Environmental Science Honors. Rising 9th grade students planning to take AP Environmental Science in lieu of                
Earth/Environmental Science Honors, must have a EOC lev 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Biology I End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20%                   
of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in Biology I Honors should expect a more challenging and in-depth experience in Biology.                 

Students are expected to work independently on a variety of assignments and accept greater responsibility for their                 

learning. In addition to the North Carolina Standard Course of Study goals and objectives, students are expected to:                  

design and carry out several independent investigations of biological questions, read and report on recent research in                 

biology, and demonstrate a more in-depth conceptual understanding of all biology objectives. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chemistry I 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of NC Math I (or EOC level IV/V); AND successful completion of                
Earth/Environmental Science AND Biology I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chemistry I develop a general knowledge of chemistry through both lecture and laboratory                 

experiences. Research projects may be required. This course is intended for students who plan to pursue a college or                   

technical degree. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chemistry I Honors 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chemistry I Honors experience an accelerated comprehensive laboratory course designed              

to give the students a more conceptual and in-depth understanding of the concepts in the North Carolina Standard                  

Course of Study in Chemistry. Students are expected to work independently on a variety of assignments and accept                  

greater responsibility for their learning. Students design and complete at least one in-depth independent study of                

chemistry directed questions. The curriculum integrates inquiry and technology to explore the world of chemistry.               

Success in this course requires the student to: 1) operate with algebraic expressions to solve problems using direct,                  

inverse, combined, and join variation, 2) use logarithms and exponents to solve problems, and 3) describe graphically,                 

algebraically, and verbally real-world phenomena as functions and identify the independent and dependent variables. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
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Physical Science 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Earth/Environmental Science and NC Math I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Physical Science cover basic topics of Chemistry and Physics including: forces and motion,                 

matter properties and changes, and energy conservation and transfer. Students are required to operate with algebraic                

expressions to solve problems. Research projects may be required. Students interested in pursuing a four-year               

college/university degree are encouraged to take Chemistry I rather than Physical Science. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Environmental Science 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Biology I AND Chemistry I. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Environmental Science participate in a college-level program that draws upon a variety                 

of science areas such as biology, geology, sociology, chemistry, geography, politics/government and ecology. In              

particular, students should have a strong interest in a career or personal involvement in environmental activities and                 

the natural world. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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Science Elective Courses 
Biology II Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Biology I Honors. 
Co-requisite: Students requesting Biology II Honors are expected to request AP Biology in the same school year. 
Description:  Students in Biology II Honors expand their knowledge of natural sciences. Emphasis is placed on                 

biological chemistry, genetics, biotechnology, experimental design, laboratory technique, statistical analysis, and           

report writing. Successful students are able to read independently and understand of college-level texts and technical                

journal articles. Independent research projects are assigned. Biology II Honors is for students who are genuinely                

interested in the natural sciences and ready to challenge themselves by taking a demanding college-level course. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Biology 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Biology II Honors during the same school year. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Biology cover the second half of the AP Biology curriculum. Topics include evolution,                  

systematics, anatomy and physiology of plants and animals, and ecology. Independent research projects are assigned.               

Evening and/or weekend review sessions are held in preparation for the required Advanced Placement Examination. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chemistry II Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Chemistry I Honors. 
Co-requisite: Students requesting Chemistry II Honors are expected to request AP Chemistry in the same school year. 
Description:  Students in Chemistry II Honors experience the equivalent of an introductory college chemistry course.               

The course incorporates a more extensive study of chemical bonding, thermodynamics, atomic structure, and chemical               

kinetics, and includes laboratory work appropriate for an advanced chemistry course. Chemistry II Honors is for                

students who are ready to challenge themselves by taking a demanding college-level course. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Chemistry 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Chemistry II Honors during the same school year. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Chemistry delve further into college-level chemistry with emphasis on equilibrium,              

acid/base, electrochemistry, and an introduction to organic chemistry. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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AP Physics I:  Algebra-based 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math II Honors AND successful completion of NC Math III Honors. 
Co-requisite: Students requesting AP Physics I: Algebra-Based as a semester-long course are expected to request AP                
Physics II: Algebra-Based in the same school year. All students are required to take the Advanced Placement                 
Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Physics I: Algebra-Based experience the equivalent of an introductory college-level               

course. A good working knowledge of algebra, trigonometry, and geometry is essential. The course also covers                

Newtonian mechanics; work, energy, and power; and mechanical waves and sound. It will also introduce electrostatics                

and circuits. 
Availability:   
Yearlong,Semester 
 

AP Physics II: Algebra-based 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of AP Physics I: Algebra-Based AND successful completion of NC Math II Honors                 
AND successful completion of NC Math III Honors 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Physics II: Algebra-Based experience the equivalent of an introductory college-level               

course. A good working knowledge of algebra, trigonometry, and geometry is essential. The course covers fluid                

mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; and atomic and nuclear physics. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chemistry Special Topics Honors 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Chemistry I or Chemistry I Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chemistry Special Topics Honors study a wide variety of chemistry topics. Areas such as                  

food chemistry, pharmaceutical chemistry, and forensic chemistry are covered. Students are able to delve into current                

areas of research and topics of interest to them. To succeed in this course, students must be self-motivated and                   

capable of independent work outside of class 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Zoology Honors 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Biology I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Zoology Honors undertake an in-depth study of animals. Special emphasis is placed on the                  

evolution, anatomy, and natural history of the vertebrates, but many other animal groups are considered as well.                 

Microscope work and dissection labs are an integral part of the class, and at least one field trip is offered. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Social Studies Courses 
World History 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in World History explore recurring themes of human experience common to civilizations               

around the globe from ancient to contemporary times. The application of the themes of geography and an analysis of                   

the cultural traits of civilizations help students understand how people shape their world and how their world shapes                  

them. As students examine the historical roots of significant events, ideas, movements, and phenomena, they               

encounter the contributions and patterns of living in civilizations around the world. World History provides the                

foundation that enables students to acquire this knowledge which is used in the study of Civics & Economics and                   

American History. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

World History Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in World History Honors have the opportunity for advanced work, rigorous study, and                

systematic study of major ideas and concepts found in the study of global history. The course is challenging and                   

requires students to take greater responsibility for their learning by participating in problem-seeking, problem              

solving, scholarly and creative processes, critical analysis and application, and reflective thinking. Although the goals               

and objectives are the same as those found in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, the material is taught with                     

greater complexity and reflects a differentiated curriculum. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Civics and Economics 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Civics and Economics, through study on local, state, national, and international levels,               

acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to become responsible and effective citizens. As informed              

decision-makers, consumers, and citizens, students apply acquired knowledge to real life experiences. Students             

become aware of their rights and responsibilities and put this information into practice. Drawing from the disciplines                 

of political science, history, economics, geography, and jurisprudence, this course serves as a foundation for American                

History as students examine its history prior to 1789. Learning-to-learn and re-teaching strategies are incorporated in                

daily lessons. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Civics and Economics Honors 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of World History Honors, or successful completion of World History. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Civics and Economics Honors cover the material in greater complexity, acceleration and/or                

pacing. Honors students learn to express and defend their ideas while attaining the distance necessary to accept                 

constructive criticism. Each student becomes a reflective thinker who possesses the potential to become an initiator                

of learning and accomplishments, exploring areas of his/her interests within the designated course of study. This                

course is distinguished from the standard-level course in the quality of the work expected, not merely an increase in                   

quantity. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

American History I 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of World History and Civics and Economics. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in American History I build upon historical and geographical perspectives gained from the                

elementary and middle school levels. The study of World History in 9th grade enables the student to place the United                    

States in a world context as well. The economic and political perspectives and historical foundations gained from the                  

study of Civics and Economics prepares students for the examination of our nation’s history. American History I                 

focuses on the study of social, political, economic, and cultural history beginning with colonial settlement and                

continues through the changes in America following the Civil War and the Era of Reconstruction. In North Carolina, the                   

study of history no longer supports memorization of unexamined and isolated facts, but emphasizes evaluation of                

primary documents, serious exploration of founding principles, and the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze               

movements and events, and develop a deeper sense of our history. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

American History I Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of World History and Civics and Economics. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in American History I build upon historical and geographical perspectives gained from the               

elementary and middle school levels. The study of World History in 9th grade enables the student to place the United                    

States in a world context as well. The economic and political perspectives and historical foundations gained from the                  

study of Civics and Economics prepares students for the examination of our nation’s history. American History I                 

focuses on the study of social, political, economic, and cultural history beginning with colonial settlement and                

continues through the changes in America following the Civil War and the Era of Reconstruction. In North Carolina, the                   

study of history no longer supports memorization of unexamined and isolated facts, but emphasizes evaluation of                

primary documents, serious exploration of founding principles, and the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze               

movements and events, and develop a deeper sense of our history. American History I Honors follows the same                  

course of study as the corresponding standard course; however, the material is taught with greater complexity,                

novelty, acceleration, and reflects a differentiated curriculum. This course is distinguished by a difference in the                

quality of work expected, not merely an increase in quantity. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
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American History II 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of World History and Civics and Economics (and preferably American History I.) 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in American History II build upon historical and geographical perspectives gained from the                

elementary and middle school levels. The study of World History in 9th grade enables the student to place the United                    

States in a world context as well. The economic and political perspectives and historical foundations gained from the                  

study of Civics and Economics prepares students for the examination of our nation’s history. Ideally students complete                 

American History I before taking American History II, but this is not a requirement. American History II focuses on the                    

study of social, political, economic, and cultural history beginning with the end of the Civil War and continues through                   

the post 9/11 American wars. In North Carolina, the study of history no longer supports memorization of unexamined                  

and isolated facts, but emphasizes evaluation of primary documents, serious exploration of founding principles, and               

the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze movements and events, and develop a deeper sense of our history. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

American History II Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of World History and Civics and Economics (and preferably American History I.) 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  The Students in American History II Honors build upon historical and geographical perspectives gained                

from the elementary and middle school levels. The study of World History in 9th grade enables the student to place                    

the United States in a world context as well. The economic and political perspectives and historical foundations gained                  

from the study of Civics and Economics prepares students for the examination of our nation’s history. Ideally students                  

complete American History I before taking American History II, but this is not a requirement. American History II                  

Honors focuses on the study of social, political, economic, and cultural history beginning with the end of the Civil War                    

and continues through the post 9/11 American wars. In North Carolina, the study of history no longer supports                  

memorization of unexamined and isolated facts, but emphasizes evaluation of primary documents, serious exploration              

of founding principles, and the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze movements and events, and develop a deeper                  

sense of our history. American History II Honors follows the same course of study as the corresponding standard                  

course; however, the material is taught with greater complexity, novelty, acceleration, and reflects a differentiated               

curriculum. This course is distinguished by a difference in the quality of work expected, not merely an increase in                   

quantity. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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AP United States History 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English II Honors, AND successful completion of Civics & Economics Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. Students opting to take AP United States History in lieu of American History I and American History II must                    
successfully complete an additional Soci 
Description:  Students in AP United States History examine US History from the pre-Columbian Era to the modern                  

day with the depth and detail of a college-level course. This course uses the college board’s broad themes and                   

historical thinking strategies as students work their way chronologically through the history of the American               

experience. This is a rigorous course with extensive reading and challenging writing. Special attention is given to the                  

study of primary documents, historical analysis and interpretation, and in-depth study of continuity and change over                

time. Additionally students will explore ideas of context, causation, and pivotal turning points in American History.                

This class is hard-paired with AP Language and Composition. 

Summer Reading: Summer reading assignments are available in May. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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Social Studies Elective Courses 
 

African American Studies Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of most recent social studies and English courses. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in African American Studies Honors are introduced to the rich and diverse history and culture                 

of African Americans. The goal of this course is to broaden the knowledge and understanding of the histories, cultures                   

and economic, geographic and political realities of African Americans. This course provides students with an               

opportunity to engage with the social, economic and political activities of African Americans in a way that allows them                   

to make deep connections across the content. The historical content of this course is taught with relevance to                  

contemporary and current issues in order to ensure a deeper understanding for students. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Microeconomics 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math III. 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Microeconomics, through a college-level curriculum, receive a thorough understanding              

of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and                 

producers, within the economic system. In addition to basic economic concepts like opportunity cost and comparative                

advantage, students develop an in-depth understanding of supply and demand. Students then go inside the workings                

of businesses exploring perfectly competitive markets, monopolies, oligopolies and monopolistic competitive market.            

Students who complete this course have a great foundation of economic language and business operations for future                 

study in management, business, finance and entrepreneurship. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

AP US Government and Politics 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Civics and Economics AND successful completion of United States History AP OR                 
successful completion of American History I Honors and American History II Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 
Description:  Students in AP US Government and Politics gain a heightened awareness of political theories,                

governmental institutions, and the complexity of pressures brought forth during the creation and implementation of               

public policy. In addition, this course enhances skills in reading, writing, critical thinking, problem solving, oral                

presentation, group discussion, debate, and teamwork. Through primary source readings, class discussions, daily             

news briefs, and other avenues, students explore the US political system in detail. This course evaluates some of the                   

country’s foundational documents and principles; however, students allocate most of their energy toward the issues               

and challenges facing the current Presidential administration, Congress, and Federal Courts. This course is designed               

to prepare students for the AP examination, but more importantly, to generate a deeper understanding, interest and                 

investment in the US political system. This class is hard-paired with AP Literature. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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AP World History 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English I and World History. 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 
Description:  Students in AP World History develop greater understanding of the evolution of global processes and                 

interactions between different types of human societies. The course uses select factual knowledge and analytical skills                

to highlight the nature of the causes and consequences of change in international frameworks, as well as comparisons                  

among major societies. The course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological precedents               

that, along with geography, set the human stage. Organization of this course will be based on both historical themes                   

and periods. 

Summer Reading: Summer reading assignments are available in May.  This class is hard-paired with AP Art History. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

Comparative Religion Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of most recent social studies class. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Comparative Religion Honors survey the basic elements and historical developments of              

world religions. After establishing a common definition of the purpose of religion and ways to study religion, students                  

study the main tenets of Indigenous Sacred Ways, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. This course is                 

structured in such a way that interested students of any level can be successful and emphasizes class discussion to                   

guide students in an understanding of the major religions of the world. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Pathways2Teaching 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Principal approval for course placement 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Pathways2Teaching explore teaching through a social justice and equity lens while focusing                

on college readiness skills and engaging in weekly field experiences with elementary students. Pathways2Teaching is a                

concurrent enrollment program designed for high school juniors and seniors. Students can earn 3 college credits that                 

could transfer to teacher education programs. Students will be introduced to research skills that will culminate with a                  

research project. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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United States History through Film Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of most recent social studies class. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in United States History through Film Honors will study major events in US History through                  

the use of major motion pictures. Students will be required to critique and discuss the films on their historical                   

perspective and their importance as film. Writing assignments are utilized throughout the semester including journals,               

projects, and reviews. Some “R” rated films will be shown in this class. A listing of films to be watched will be                      

provided to students within the first few days of the course. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

Women's History Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of most recent social studies class 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Women’s History Honors are presented with an in-depth study of women and their place in                   

American history, as well as an opportunity to look more closely at contemporary issues that women face today. The                   

course includes an examination of important women who changed the shape of the United States and who created                  

change for women; the course also explores “ordinary women” and how they are situated in the larger context of                   

American History. The class uses a variety of texts and primary documents, videos, and scholarly readings. Students                 

must possess good research, reading and writing skills because much of the work is at college level. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

World Conflict and Human Rights Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of most recent social studies class. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in World Conflict and Human Rights Honors develop and awareness and understanding of               

human rights violations in conflicting regions of the world. The course explores various historical examples of                

genocide using a variety of approaches including; history, psychology, political science, culture, and economics. The               

course examines the roots and origins of these atrocities by delving into the nature of human behavior, racism, and                   

prejudice, and looks closely at various events including the rise of Nazism and the Holocaust, genocide in Cambodia,                  

and more recent contemporary examples of human rights violations in Yugoslavia and Rwanda, among others. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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World Language Courses 
 

Chinese I 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chinese I learn basic listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through instruction,                

including diverse activities, based on pedagogically proven methods of foreign language instruction. Simple             

grammatical structures are practiced in innovative and interesting ways with a variety of learning styles in mind.                 

Culture is presented throughout the course to help students understand the context and perspectives of the Mandarin                 

Chinese language. The course is aligned to the national Foreign Language standards and provides a way to focus on                   

the five important aspects of foreign language instruction: communication, culture, connections, comparisons, and             

community. These are the “Five C’s of the Foreign Language Education” as outlined in the Standards for Foreign                  

Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st Century. Participation and good standing in this course may lead to                 

optional cultural exchange experiences with our sister school in China during the school year. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chinese II 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Chinese I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chinese II further develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through              

instruction, including diverse activities, based on pedagogically proven methods of foreign language instruction.             

Simple grammatical structures are practiced in innovative and interesting ways with a variety of learning styles in                 

mind. Culture is presented throughout the course to help students understand the context and perspectives of the                 

Mandarin Chinese language. The course is aligned to the national Foreign Language standards and provides a way to                  

focus on the five important aspects of foreign language instruction: communication, culture, connections, comparisons,              

and community. These are the “Five C’s of the Foreign Language Education” as outlined in the Standards for Foreign                   

Language Learning: Preparing for the 21st Century. Participation and good standing in this course may lead to                 

optional cultural exchange experiences with our sister school in China during the school year. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Chinese III Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Chinese II. 
 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chinese III Honors are immersed culturally as well as linguistically through everyday                

situations, readings, vocabulary development, grammar review, and stressing practical use of the language. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Chinese IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Chinese III Honors. 
 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chinese IV Honors deepen their immersion into the language and culture of the                 

Chinese-speaking world with ongoing and varied opportunities to further develop their proficiencies across the full               

range of language skills within a cultural frame of reference reflective of the richness of Chinese language and culture.                   

The teacher provides students with opportunities to perform advanced-level tasks. The instructional materials and              

activities are carefully and strategically adapted from authentic sources to support the linguistic and cultural goals of                 

the course. Students can exchange, support, and discuss their opinions and individual perspectives with peers and / or                  

Chinese speakers on a variety of topics dealing with contemporary and historical issues. 

 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

English as a Second Language (ESL) 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:    
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English as a Second Language are provided instruction designed to accelerate English                

language proficiency for those whose native language is not English. The course helps students manage the increasing                 

academic demands of high school and assists them in acquiring the necessary English skills to succeed in the                  

mainstream.  The course builds proficiency in four domains: 

    ● Comprehension of spoken English in personal, social, and academic contexts.  

    ● Communication using appropriate spoken English in personal, social, and academic contexts. 

    ● Comprehension of written English in personal, social, and academic contexts from print and non-print materials. 

    ● Communication in appropriate written English in personal, social, and academic contexts. 
Availability:   
Semester, Yearlong 
 

French I 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in French I are introduced to the spoken and written language, as well as Francophone culture,                  

stressing vocabulary acquisition and listening comprehension. 

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational  

Availability:   
Semester 
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French II 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of French I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in French II further develop conversational and composition skills, reading comprehension              

and cultural familiarity through increasing immersion in the language. Vocabulary development and verb mastery are               

stressed as students investigate Francophone regions of the world. 

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational  

 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

French III Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of French II. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in French III Honors are immersed culturally as well as linguistically through everyday                

situations, readings, vocabulary development, grammar review, with stress on practical use of the language.  

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

French IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of French III Honors. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in French IV Honors continue development of language skills with an emphasis on reading,                 

writing composition and conversation. Emphasis is placed on becoming functionally proficient in a variety of               

situations. 

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Spanish I 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Spanish I focus on listening, speaking, reading and writing, stressing vocabulary and               

listening comprehension with an introduction to the Spanish-speaking world.  

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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Spanish II 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Spanish I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Spanish II further develop the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing with a                   

more in-depth focus on grammar and verb conjugations. 

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Spanish III Honors 
Grade Level: 9,10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Spanish II. 
 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Spanish III Honors emphasize speaking, reading comprehension and writing, stressing              

practical use of the language, vocabulary and grammar review. Students also read and critique selected pieces of                 

literature. 

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

Spanish IV Honors 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Spanish III Honors. 
 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Spanish IV Honors continue the development of language skills with an emphasis on                 

reading, writing, comprehension and conversation. 

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

AP Spanish Language & Culture 
Grade Level: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Spanish IV Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:   Students in AP Spanish Language prepare for the Advanced Placement Spanish Language Examination.  

Students demonstrate proficiency in the three modes of communication: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and            

presentational 
Availability:   
Semester 
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AP Spanish Literature & Culture 
Grade Level: 11,12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of AP Spanish Language and Culture. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Spanish Literature and Culture will be introduced to the formal study of Peninsular                  

Spanish, Latin American, and U.S. Hispanic literature. The course aims to develop students’ critical reading and                

analytical writing skills in Spanish as well as their ability to make interdisciplinary connections and explore linguistic                 

and cultural comparisons. This class will be conducted entirely in Spanish appropriate to this level and covers the                  

entire official AP Spanish Literature and Culture reading list. Literary texts are grouped by themes and presented in                  

chronological order within each theme. Students are expected to discuss literary texts and their different historical,                

socio-cultural and geopolitical contexts in a variety of interactive oral and written formats in Spanish. Additionally,                

students will analyze themes and features of artistic representations, audiovisual materials and audio sources in               

Spanish related to course content. 

Availability:   
Semester 
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SILSA Courses 
 

SILSA English I Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English I Honors explore a survey of literature through a social science perspective,                 

including more challenging and thoughtful discussions on the complexities of literature in relation to nonfiction. Texts                

focus on a variety of types of texts, including novels, drama, poetry, short stories, and media. Students are asked to                    

engage in critical discussions, reading independently, and participate in different types of discourse to address               

thematic and structural aspects of the written word. Students continue to explore writing for expressive, explanatory,                

critical, argumentative, and literary purposes. 

- Examine non-literary texts related to thematic studies. 

- Research material to use primarily in clarifying their own explanatory responses to situations and literary-based                

issues. 

- Critically interpret and evaluate experiences, literature, language, and ideas. 

- Use standard grammatical conventions and select features of language appropriate to purpose, audience, and context                

of the work. 

- Use the social sciences as a lens for exploring literature and writing elements. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

SILSA English II Honors 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English I. 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC English II End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20%                   
of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in English II Honors explore world literature through a universal perspective, including more               

challenging and thoughtful discussions on the complexities of literature in relation to the humanities. English II                

Honors focuses primarily on culturally diverse texts from Africa, South America, China, Afghanistan, and various other                

regions of the world. Texts focus on a variety of selections from around the world, focusing on thematic and cultural                    

connections to greater universal connections. Students are asked to engage in critical discussions, read independently,               

and participate in different types of discourse to address thematic and structural aspects of the written word.Students                 

continue to explore writing for expressive, explanatory, critical, argumentative, and literary purposes. 

- Examine non-literary texts related to world literature. 

- Research material to use primarily in clarifying their own explanatory responses to situations and literary-based                

issues. 

- Critically interpret and evaluate experiences, literature, language, and ideas. 

- Use standard grammatical conventions and select features of language appropriate to purpose, audience, and context                

of the work. 

- Use the social sciences as a lens for exploring literature and writing elements. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
  

66 



 

SILSA English III Honors 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English II. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English III Honors explore American literature more widely and deeply, including more                

challenging and/or complete print and non-print texts.  

 
Availability:   
Yearlong, Semester 
 

SILSA AP English Language and Composition 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English II Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students enrolled in this class are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the                 
spring. 

 
Description:  Students in AP English Language and Composition experience a college-level study of English language                

and composition focusing on the understanding of rhetorical and linguistic choices in writing. This comprehensive               

program of reading, writing, and critical thinking uses nonfiction and fiction to examine and emulate expository and                 

persuasive modes of writing, both formal and informal. Successful performance on the required Advanced Placement               

examination enables students to place out of introductory college composition and to take more specialized English                

courses upon their college arrival. Students read a variety of works, primarily non-fiction. Students interested in this                 

course should demonstrate the ability and willingness to work at the level required by a college course. Students also                   

compose an annotated bibliography and a formal research proposal for a debatable, defendable topic related to a                 

career field of interest. Technical and academic writing modes are reinforced through the examination and evaluation                

of college-level research texts and research databases. 

Summer Assignments: Summer reading assignments are available from the teacher in May. 
Availability:   
Yearlong, Semester 
 

SILSA English IV Honors 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in English IV Honors explore British literature more widely and deeply, including more                

challenging and/or complete print and non-print texts. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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SILSA AP English Literature and Composition 
Grade Level: 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of English III Honors OR successful completion of AP Language 
Co-requisite: All students are also required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP English Literature and Composition will enhance their ability to explore, comprehend,                

interpret, evaluate, and appreciate complex literary texts. The senior level class demonstrates rigorous, college-level              

reading and writing about great literature. Upon completion of the course, the students will be proficient in focusing                  

on nuances of text, analyzing authorial choices, comprehending thematic structures, and deconstructing the impact of               

genre on the meaning of a work.  

Most highly competitive colleges and universities will award college credit for successful completion of the               

examination (a score of 3, 4, or 5). We will cover a significant number of works thoroughly rather than a great number                      

of works superficially to sharpen skills in analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. Students will write every week, with                 

frequent peer feedback sessions.The course will focus on two overarching questions: Why do authors write? (Author’s                

purpose) and what is the “art” in their writing? (Author’s craft). The texts for the course are selected for their broad                     

themes and international literary merit. 

Summer Assignments: Summer reading assignments are available from the teacher in May. 
Availability:   
Yearlong, Semester 
 

SILSA High School Math I Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:  None 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC High School Math I End-of-Course test. The EOC                  
counts as 20% of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in High School Math I Honors are provided the opportunity to study traditional topics from                 

algebra, functions, geometry, and statistics in a problem-centered, connected approach. Students are expected to              

describe and translate among graphic, algebraic, numeric, tabular, and verbal representations of relationships and use               

those representations to solve problems. In High School Math I Honors, the pace of instruction, as well as the depth of                     

investigation increases, compared to standard sections. Appropriate technology, from manipulatives to calculators and             

application software, focus the instruction and assessment. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

SILSA High School Math II Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math I. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in High School Math II Honors continue their investigation of the content strands from High                  

School Math I at an honors level. Students delve deeper into the topics of algebra, geometry, probability and statistics,                   

especially geometric topics, but continue to take a more integrated approach to their study of math, spreading their                  

attention across the content strands identified in the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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SILSA High School Math III Honors 
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math II. 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Math III End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20% of                    
the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in High School Math III Honors investigate advanced mathematical topics within the same                

content strands as in High School Math I and High School Math II (number and quantity, algebra, functions, geometry,                   

and statistics and probability) with a more challenging approach. Students are challenged to investigate the intricacies                

of the concepts that they have previously studied, in addition to exploring new concepts. 
Availability:   
Yearlong, Semester 
 

SILSA Pre-Calculus Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Pre-Calculus Honors investigate the study of algebra, functions, and trigonometry              

experienced in previous high school mathematics courses. This course will build on students’ algebraic skills and                

understanding of functions to delve into real world phenomena and to deepen understanding of the functions in the                  

course. This course is designed for students pursuing careers in STEM-related fields. Students will be prepared for                 

Calculus, AP Calculus and any entry-level college course.  
Availability:   
Semester 
 

SILSA Discrete Math for Computer Science Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of NC Math III. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Discrete Math for Computer Science Honors will be introduced to discrete structures that                 

are the backbone of computer science. Discrete mathematics is the study of mathematical structures that are                

countable or otherwise distinct and separable. The mathematics of modern computer science is built almost entirely                

on discrete mathematics, such as logic, combinatorics, proof, and graph theory. At most universities, an               

undergraduate-level course in discrete mathematics is required for students who plan to pursue careers as computer                

programmers, software engineers, data scientists, security analysts and financial analysts. Students will be prepared              

for college level algebra, statistics, and discrete mathematics courses. 
Availability:   
Semester 
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SILSA Biology I Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: Students enrolled in this course must take the NC Biology I End-of-Course test. The EOC counts as 20%                   
of the student’s final grade in the course. 
Description:  Students in Biology I Honors should expect a more challenging and in-depth experience in Biology.                 

Students are expected to work independently on a variety of assignments and accept greater responsibility for their                 

learning. In addition to the North Carolina Standard Course of Study goals and objectives, students are expected to:                  

design and carry out several independent investigations of biological questions, read and report on recent research in                 

biology, and demonstrate a more in-depth conceptual understanding of all biology objectives. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

SILSA Chemistry I Honors 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Chemistry I Honors experience an accelerated comprehensive laboratory course designed              

to give the students a more conceptual and in-depth understanding of the concepts in the North Carolina Standard                  

Course of Study in Chemistry. Students are expected to work independently on a variety of assignments and accept                  

greater responsibility for their learning. Students design and complete at least one in-depth independent study of                

chemistry directed questions. The curriculum integrates inquiry and technology to explore the world of chemistry.               

Success in this course requires the student to: 1) operate with algebraic expressions to solve problems using direct,                  

inverse, combined, and join variation, 2) use logarithms and exponents to solve problems, and 3) describe graphically,                 

algebraically, and verbally real-world phenomena as functions and identify the independent and dependent variables. 
Availability:   
Yearlong, Semester 
 

SILSA Earth/Environmental Science Honors 
Grade Level: 11 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Earth/Environmental Science Honors experience a rigorous curriculum designed to allow              

highly-motivated students to conduct an in-depth study of the Earth and environmental sciences. The course focuses                

on: Earth’s systems and spheres, climate and weather, plate tectonics, rocks and minerals, and the forces that shape                  

the Earth. Students investigate the consequences of increased consumption of renewable and non-renewable             

resources. In order to develop a greater understanding of the processes that shape our everyday lives, the curriculum                  

integrates inquiry investigations with other subject areas and provides experiences that have real-life applications.              

Students are expected to communicate the results of their learning through oral presentations and formal laboratory                

reports 
Availability:   
Semester 
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SILSA Biology II Honors 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Biology I Honors AND successful completion of Chemistry I Honors. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take AP Biology concurrently with Biology II Honors. Students must also                 
take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in Biology II Honors expand their knowledge of natural sciences. The course emphasizes               

biological chemistry, genetics, biotechnology, experimental design, laboratory technique, statistical analysis, and           

report writing. Successful students are able to read independently and understand college-level texts and technical               

journal articles. Independent research projects are assigned. Biology II Honors is for students who are genuinely                

interested in the natural sciences and ready to challenge themselves by taking a demanding college-level course. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

SILSA AP Biology 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Biology II Honors during the same school year. 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take Biology II Honors concurrently with AP Biology. Students must also                 
take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 
Description:  Students in AP Biology cover the second half of the AP Biology curriculum. Topics include evolution,                  

systematics, anatomy and physiology of plants and animals, and ecology. Independent research projects are assigned.               

Evening and/or weekend review sessions are held in preparation for the required Advanced Placement Examination. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

SILSA AP Environmental Science 
Grade Level: 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: All students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in the spring. 

 
Description:  Students in AP Environmental Science participate in a college-level program that draws upon a variety                 

of science areas such as biology, geology, sociology, chemistry, geography, politics/government and ecology. In              

particular, students should have a strong interest in a career or personal involvement in environmental activities and                 

the natural world. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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SILSA World History Honors 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:   None 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in World History Honors will learn about the diversity of world cultures and takes a                  

transdisciplinary approach (e.g. history, art, literature, science, geography, political science, sociology, and economics)             

to different time periods, regions of the world, and the unique cultures that reside there. Although the goals and                   

objectives are the same as those found in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, the curriculum focuses on the                    

material with greater complexity and reflects a differentiated curriculum. Along with historical content, the following               

skills are emphasized in this course: written and oral communication, research, critical, analytical and reflective               

thinking, and creative conceptual application. Honors World History is distinguished by a difference in the quality of                 

the work expected, not merely an increase in quantity. Honors students should learn to express and defend their ideas                   

while demonstrating the objectivity necessary to accept constructive criticism. They will develop these skills and               

achieve the objectives through independent inquiry, group projects and writing. Each of the products they create in                 

World History is a potential artifact for the SILSA portfolio showcasing the student’s learning throughout the year. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

SILSA Civics and Economics Honors 
Grade Level: 10 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of World History 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Civics and Economics Honors cover the material in greater complexity, novelty, acceleration               

and/or pacing, and reflects a differentiated curriculum. Honors students learn to express and defend their ideas while                 

demonstrating the objectivity necessary to accept constructive criticism. Each student becomes a reflective thinker              

who possesses the potential to become an initiator of learning and accomplishments, exploring areas of his/her                

interests within the designated course of study. The honors level focuses on deeper critical thinking in the quality of                   

the work expected, not merely an increase in quantity. 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
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SILSA American History I Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of World History and Civics and Economics. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in American History I build upon historical and geographical perspectives gained from the                

elementary and middle school levels. The study of World History in 9th grade enables the student to place the United                    

States in a world context as well. The economic and political perspectives and historical foundations gained from the                  

study of Civics and Economics prepares students for the examination of our nation’s history. American History I                 

focuses on the study of social, political, economic, and cultural history beginning with colonial settlement and                

continues through the changes in America following the Civil War and the Era of Reconstruction. In North Carolina, the                   

study of history no longer supports memorization of unexamined and isolated facts, but emphasizes evaluation of                

primary documents, serious exploration of founding principles, and the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze               

movements and events, and develop a deeper sense of our history. American History I Honors follows the same                  

course of study as the corresponding standard course; however, the material deals with greater complexity, novelty,                

acceleration, and reflects a differentiated curriculum. This course distinguishes a difference in the quality of work                

expected, not merely an increase in quantity. 
Availability:   
Semester 
 

SILSA American History II Honors 
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of World History and Civics and Economics (and preferably American History I.) 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  The Students in American History II Honors build upon historical and geographical perspectives gained                

from the elementary and middle school levels. The study of World History in 9th grade enables the student to place                    

the United States in a world context as well. The economic and political perspectives and historical foundations gained                  

from the study of Civics and Economics prepares students for the examination of our nation’s history. Ideally students                  

complete American History I before taking American History II, but this is not a requirement. American History II                  

Honors focuses on the study of social, political, economic, and cultural history beginning with the end of the Civil War                    

and continues through the post 9/11 American wars. In North Carolina, the study of history no longer supports                  

memorization of unexamined and isolated facts, but emphasizes evaluation of primary documents, serious exploration              

of founding principles, and the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze movements and events, and develop a deeper                  

sense of our history. American History II Honors follows the same course of study as the corresponding standard                  

course; however, the course is taught with greater complexity, novelty, acceleration, and reflects a differentiated               

curriculum. This course is distinguished by a difference in the quality of work expected, not merely an increase in                   

quantity. 
Availability:   
Semester 
  

73 



 

Survivor 
Grade Level: 9 
Prerequisite:  This course is required for all SILSA freshmen. 
Co-requisite: None 
Description:  Students in Survivor prepare for success in rigorous academic environments like SILSA. The course               

emphasizes supporting students as they achieve SILSA outcomes and learn to reflect on their actions and attitudes                 

towards learning. Students receive instruction each week in college success and academic survival skills. The students                

participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on organization, writing, inquiry/ research, collaboration,             

and reading to support their academic growth in core subject areas. All students will develop greater fluency with                  

digital sources of information and proficiencies relating to the operation of commonly used software. Students               

participate in motivational activities including college and career exploration. This course provides students with the               

support, skills and habits to transition to high school while preparing for college. It culminates in the development                  

and presentation of student e-portfolios 
Availability:   
Yearlong 
 

74 


